HE STOOD. 
HE IS STANDING. 
STILL. 


How he stood up 
(and still stands) 
for Marriage Equality 
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CALL CLICK GROU PS (15 or more) 
800.982.2787 HennepinTheatreTrust.org 612.373.5665 


IN PERSON State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) 


JANUARY 11 - FEBRUARY 12 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST ужс 
BROADWAY ACROSS AMERICA 


ORPHEUM ж STATE ж PANTAGES ж NEW CENTURY 


StarTribune lionking.com 


You 


belong here 


At Elmhurst, you'll find an exceptionally welcoming campus 
community. We embrace individual expression. We see our 


differences as sources of strength. And we clearly, openly, 
emphatically want you here. 


Scholarships for LGBT students 

Our Enrichment Scholarship specifically benefits academically 
qualified students from minority groups— including LGBT 
students. The scholarship covers one-third of tuition. More than 
that, it underscores our commitment to affirming the identities 
and advancing the dreams of each individual student. 


A wealth of programs and resources 

We support our LGBT students through a variety of campus organi 
“People at Elmhurst are zations and events. The student group EQUAL (Elmhurst Queers 
accepting and supportive. and Allies) promotes awareness through events and advocacy. SAFE 
from the faculty and staff (Staff, Administrators and Faculty for Equality) offers a support 
‘my friends and fraternity network for the LGBT community. An annual guestship and other 
brothers: My experience special events focus on issues of concern to the LGBT community. 
here has helped me embrace Our faculty is adding courses in LGBT studies. 

my sexuality and become 

the person Гат today." A step ahead of the rest 
А “In a small but meaningful step, Elmhurst College is now officially 
Jory CARRILLO telling applicants that gay students are welcome on campus. The pri 
vate liberal arts college is the first college in the U.S. to ask potential 
students about their sexual orientation or gender identity on its appli Е А 
“Elmburst College does а 
great job of nurturing and 
supporting LGBT students. 


cation.... The question is meant to increase diversity at the school, 
which is affiliated with the United Church of Christ, and to direct 
incoming students toward services that might ease their transition 
into college life. It’s also a strong signal that the school will embrace 
LGBT students and will do its best to support them.” 

Chicago Sun-Times, August 26, 2011 


Coming out was hard for me, 
but I've been blessed to have 


an accepting community to 
come out to.” 


FELICIA DIAZ 


Elmhurst 
College 


Hear our students’ stories: www.elmhurst.edu/lgbt 


Contact us: (630) 617-3400 * admit@elmhurst.edu * www.elmhurst.edu/admission * 190 Prospect Avenue, Elmhurst, Illinois 


3 facebook.com/ElmCol Ü twitter.com/ElmhurstCollege 
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Online Magazine Prizes 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it at your 
computer. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 
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Minnesota Premier Home Improver | University of Minnesota 
Additions e Kitchens e Bathrooms ® Basement Finish Gophers vs. Ohio State Buckey = 


Windows / Doors ® Decks / Porches e Roofing ® Siding m~ 
Ice Dam Prevention & Removal Sunday; January 29 • Noon 


eA r 
Williams Arena • Minneapolis 


Tickets: $20 per person 


y at Buffalo Wild Wings 
< = (next to Williams Arena) 
5 nm n m 
All Out in the Stands ticket holders are enteredina 


=. >. — کا‎ — w —— 
BBB o drawing for two seats along press row. 
Pee “We Roofed It AGAIN!” 


FREE ESTIMATES | an E. Wr E 
Minneapolis: 763-412-4290 St. Paul: 651-294-3620 س و لحت‎ зынасы ЫШЫ: 


www.StioRoofing.com Lene #8050007 Bond - na 


ARRESTED? 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


(612) 305-4360 * www.jeffdeanlaw.com 


* Has won numerous criminal sexual conduct cases His winning record 
* Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI has made 


* Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, Jeff Dean a name 
Indecent Exposure, Drug Charges, Theft Charges you can trust. 


• Successful results in probation violation cases 


"| was charged with a crime and Jeff Dean won my case. It's so nice to be free of the worry. Call Jeff if you are facing a criminal charge!" 
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FOR MEN OF EVERY SPECTRUM 


www.e42salon.com 


street salon 
612 729 4415 


4805 Nicollet Ave S MINNEAPOLIS MN 55419 


get your style fix. 


Soi facials Баск facials ^ massage haircuts 
Кед ION color makeup manicure pedicure ^ waxing 


WITH BOTANICALS 


SCONDITIONING 
SSHAMPOO & 
NSH EL ü 


MEN'S DAY IS EVERY WEDNESDAY. 


$PA PACKAGES & GROUP 
SPECIALS AVAILABLE 


LAVENDER Special: 
Spend $20 and get the "I'm Hooked on You" 
bracelet for $5 (a $29 value) 


See the entire Homme Personal Care Products line at: 


HOMMEANDDIVINE.COM CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS 


@FACEBOOK.COM/E4 2 SALON 


Done the way 
it should be. 


With quality workmanship since 1959 and 
a total commitment to EARN your trust. 


2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 


(651) 224-4717 
www.hamlineautobody.com 
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DIVINE 


BECAUSE EVERY WOMAN I$ 


BECKY A. MOSHIER | 


In my 21st year of service to our community. TUS ; 
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. -beckymoshier.com 


Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with — „ассо, | бт tic, 
the IRS so you don’t have to. We have been preparing all types of E VEN ا‎ onc 120 mi) 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide ` 

Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO EA LAVENDER Special: 
Product sales. £^ | 


Spend $20 and get the "I'm Hooked on You" 


KAREN R. PALM CPA | < ES | bracelet for $5 (a $29 value) 
6 1 2-379- 1 393 1 See the entire Divine Personal Care Products line at: 


www.palmkcpa.com 1 РММЕАМРНОММЕ. СОМ 


| С | д 
9 RESERVED = UN ag 


ALL 


1+ 


MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY SEASON ICONIC 


HOLMES THE DARKEST HOUR 


pre-order your tickets and choose your seats now for select titles. 
visit us online at showplaceicon.com for more information. 


T E ИКЕ US ОКМЕАСЕВООК. FOLLOW US ON/TWITTER. 
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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


Person of the Year. 


WE HAVE multiple people within the 
issue who have done amazing things 
this past year: Stephan who outlived 
homelessness in Justin Jones's piece; the 
politicians and organizations who spoke 
out against the atrocities in Uganda as 
detailed by John Townsend; donors and 
artists and musicians and all sorts of pa- 
trons. People do great things. And, peo- 
ple deserve recognition. 

This year, we chose John Kriesel, Min- 
nesota Representative of District 57A, as 
our 2011 Person of the Year. We chose a 
white man. A heterosexual. A politician. 
A Republican. A veteran. A person with 
artificial limbs. A young adult. A subur- 
banite. A husband. A father. A guy with 
a great smile. 

Without blinking. 

It was a fascinating process. As we talk- 
ed about the issue in the office, the idea 
was mentioned. Immediately, there was 
recognition. Of course we know who he is. 
Of course we know what he did. Of course. 

He accepted it humbly. When I called 
to discuss the issue, I approached as 
a friendly. My call wasn't expected. It 
wasn't foreseen. I doubt it could even 
have been dreamed up as a possibility. 
Likewise, his allegiance and leadership 
regarding Marriage Equality was just as 
much of a surprise to many of us. 

But, it wasn't a surprise to him. He > 
knew he was going to stand and speak d ^ alae. Taw 


out for Marriage Equality before he did A THT PREP PRPPRTE scc T N LES 
ELIVERII ! 

it. Then, back on that day in May, he did DELIVERING! 

: ° DE 11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11AM-1AM FRI | 12PM-1AM SAT | 12PM-MIDNIGHT SUN 

it with conviction and strength. And, as WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 PM | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING 

of press time, he's planning to do it at the 2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHAI.COM 


Minnesotans United for All Families event 
on December 12 with Governor Mark 
Dayton, Senator Scott Dibble, and others. 

Of course. It's about rights. It's about 
putting himself in the position of oth- 
ers, some of whom are his 40,000 or so 
constituents, some of whom are fellow 
citizens. It's about not going with what is 
popular, but what is the right thing to do. 

And, for Lavender, recognizing him as 
Person of the Year was the right thing to do. 

We hope you agree. 

With thanks, 

Andy 


Early and Late flight Happy Hour Takeout Available Gift Certificates Available 
1221 Ш. Lake Street 612-824-1378 _www.tumrupthai.com 
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A NEW more Energy Efficient 
Lehman's Carage on Lyndale 


Auto Body e Collision e Mechanical 
Class e PDR (Paintless Dent Removal) 


o Huge 
m 


LEHMAN'S 


Ф, 
4, 
Ver 194 


5431 Lyndale Ave S 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 


877-502-5639 
lehmansgarage.com/lavender 


ELIMINATE THE 
HASSLE OF GLASSES 
AND CONTACTS NOW! 


Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


THOUSANDS OF PROCEDURES 
PERSONALLY PERFORMED 


Aging isn't easy. Q 
Caregiving doesn't need MM. 
to be hard. 


2011 STARTRIBUNE' Top 100 
Workplaces in Minnesota 
TRAINING TO SERVE 

If a loved one is getting older and needs care, карз 
Right at Home offers services for almost апу 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 

at 

Home 
In Home Care & Assistance 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


— т —— س ج ج‎ c 


FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION | 


О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense | 


О Child Support 


a О Domestic Partnerships 


Randall S. Johnson 


Attorney at Law 


О Business & Civil Litigation 
Ц Wills and Powers of Attorney 


(651) 646-3755 | | 


www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
=a == === [| gem pud pum 


CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR (AST EVE [АМ] AND FOR MORE DETAILS! 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE I5 THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK 


Life changing results 
without spending your 
life savings. Save up 
to 50% every day on 
Custom Wavefront LASIK 


Multiple custom 
lasers to treat: 
Nearsightedness 
Farsightedness 
ASTIGMATISM 


Personalized 
follow-up vision care and 
FREE ENHANCEMENTS, 
because we care. 


Our financing plans 
and Best Price 
Guarantee make LASIK 
affordable to more people 
than ever before. 


$T P5 
< Vi 
Ф < 


JOFFE’ 


e w 
< 
aR ANS 


ACT BY JAN 31° 


Save even more with your 
Vision Care or Flex Plan. 


ASK US HOW! 


CALL 866-685-6994 


OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 


231 Wayzata Boulevard South Minneapolis, MN 55405 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | Ев. Boatner 


| 


License to Bully? 


Although Michigan toned down its recent hateful anti-bullying bill 
and passed a saner, more moderate version, the whole episode can 
still stand as a model of what to expect from bigots; tenacity, disin- 
genuousness, and downright skullduggery. 

Into the original anti-bullying bill, Republicans at the last instant 
inserted a line stating certain exemptions, which essentially gutted 
the purpose of the legislation: 

"This section does not abridge the rights under the First Amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States or under Article 1 of the 
state Constitution of 1963 of a school employee, school volunteers, or 
a pupil's parent or guardian. 

This section does not prohibit a statement of a sincerely held reli- 
gious belief or moral conviction of a school employee, school volun- 
teer, pupil, or a pupil’s parent or guardian." 

In other words, had the legislation passed at this point stood, a 
gay (or, let's face it, Jewish, Muslim, Hindi, Wiccan, atheist or ag- 
nostic) child could be hounded daily with, "You're going to Hell, you 
(fill in the epithet)!” Or, logically, that teachers themselves could be 


targets should their lives or religious preferences be suspect. 

I may be wrong, but I’m presuming that the religious and moral be- 
liefs of the bully here were presumed to be Christian. I don't think the 
Republicans intended any other "sincerely held belief or moral [non- 
Christian] conviction" model to be used against Christian children . 

The bill, titled “Matt’s Safe School Law" after a bullied 13-year old 
who had killed himself in 2002, passed 26-11 with every Democrat 
voting against it-even Matt’s father, Kevin Epling, reported being 
“ashamed” of the bill, adding that the clause, "... is contrary to the rest 
of the bill and is definitely contrary to what I've been telling students, 
to step in and step up when they see this taking place in their school." 

The upshot was that the Michigan Senate was forced to drop what 
was being called “a license to bully" and adopted a House version 
offering a compromise that would require anti-bullying policies in 
schools. 

A happier ending, but still a cautionary tale illustrating that one 
must continually vigilant to ensure that others' religious and moral 
codes are not being forced on the general population. O 


Estate Planning | Medical Assistance | Probate | LGBT Family Law 


Haven't 
filed your 


Or COURSE YOU'LL NEVER GET OLD 


(BUTWE'RE HERE JUST IN CASE 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES). 


taxes 
in a few 
years? 


BUCHHOLZ & BURKE, PLLC 


John Buchholz & Allison Burke 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
wwwamfam.com © 2008 


— 
AMERICAN FAMILY A 
[INSURANCE | 


All your protection under one roof® 
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4649 Bloomington Avenue 


Mike Simon can help you catch up. 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


Dawn Bartell Agency mikes@RORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


Lee Roehl + Lee Zurek + Dick Miller 


Mike Cassidy - Mike Simon 


Picture yourself living in an exclusive, 


resort-style setting—right on the 
Greenway in the heart of Uptown. 


Imagine starting your Saturday at our 
gym-quality fitness center, then 
stepping outside for a rub down in the 
massage cabana. Next, cool off in 
Uptowns largest outdoor pool. You 
can even walk your Jack Russell in our 
dog park and get back in time to 
challenge your roommates to lawn 
bowling. Wind down by our grill & chill 
area. On Sunday? Rinse and repeat! 


LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


LAVENDER FIRST THURSDAY 


MARRIOT - DECEMBER 1 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


simpLy Beyond the ordinary.™ 


$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer $ 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm " D ot, Б Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 

a ба. PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ~ c я AND (CORPORATE MEETINAS 

Sy An ыы] i 253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
on Monday & Tuesdays! Š nel i For Reservations call 651-328-9500 
**Not applicable during Excel Energy Center events b ‚ or visit www.opentable.com 

T X i = $ www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free parking. 
Glos to the се! Canter & Tine [MW ww:burgermoes.com) Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


22 West TA Sesî | SE FIN 6512228100 
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CHRISTMAS EVE 
_ CHRISTMAS EVE Ж 


5:00 p.m. Family Service Z 
7:45 (ASL) & 10:45 p.m. Z 
Candlelight Services of ¢, { 
Lessons & Carols ZI 
James Gertmenian preaches at 


7:45 and 10:45 


Progressive Faith Healing the World 


PLYMOUTH 
CONGREGATIONAL 


1900 Nicollet Avenue at Franklin 


)) 
Y Minneapolis 612/871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


What's Your Plan? 
Roya Moltaji, СЕР®, chFC°, CASL™ 


Financial Services Representative 

7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
| Bloomington, MN 55425 

rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
| Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor* designation 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. „ ® 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by & 
MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 
investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special 


needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for т 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


For the if in life.® MetLife 


3 

S 

WS , 4 Special Needs Financial Planner 
EN i. a 


St. Paul's 


UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 


Worship - Sundays 10:30 a.m. 


Эше Christmas Sun., Dec. 18 1:00 pm, Christmas Cantata | Sunday, Dec 18th | 10:00 AM 
Christmas Eve Sat., Dec. 24 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service | Saturday, Dec 24th | 10:30 PM 
Christmas Day Sun, Dec. 25 10:30 a.m. Christmas Day Service | Sunday, Dec 25th | 10:00 AM 


Rev. Norma Rae Hunt 


900 Summit Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105 * 3100 Park Ave S | Minneapolis, MN-55407 | (612) 824 


www.SPUCConSummit.org 


© 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (689506. 03740) 


Happy holidays 


Wishing you peace and joy throughout 
the New Year. 


Е 7 


Е 
і 


wellsfargo.com 


Together we'll go far 


é | 
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Exceptional Pet Healthcare 


FREE 


We Love to Pamper 
Your Pets! 


= Complete Wellness Care и Boarding 
= Dentistry & Surgery п Evening & Weekend Hours 


First Exam 


for New Clients" 


VCA Cedar Animal Hospital VCA Animal Care Hospital 
3604 Cedar Avenue South 1208 East 66th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 Richfield, MN 55423 ® 


(612) 285-3561 © VcAcedarcom (612) 285-3617 © vCAanimalcaremn.com Animal Hospitals 


*For New Clients Only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 2 pets per client. General veterinary service only. Cashier code: 700.500. Expires 05/31/12. 


MAPLEWOOD LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD us 
651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 

EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 

952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 


Brian Johnston, David Lozinski, 


Loan Officer Sr. Loan Officer 
NML#362936 NML#300103 
brian@femort.com FI RST EQ U ITY david@femort.com 


MORTGAGE 


“Gay owned and operated” 
@ HUD FHA, vA approved 


952.697.3525 Office 
612.868.6968 Cell 


952.697.3525 Office 
612.356.2005 Cell 


Small company feel, 
Big company products. 
$1 Billion in loans originated. 


www.femort.com 


M 


ШИА 
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OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | 


Sophia Hantzes 


HOLIDAZZLE PARADE 
FEATURING THE 
MINNESOTA 
FREEDOM BAND 


NOVEMBER 26 


Sounds of the Season E n 


Featuring 
Minnesota Freedom Band 


Celebrate Christmas! 


d December 18 
Advent Worship Service ® 8:15 am 
Children's Christmas Pageant ® 11:00 am 


Wednesday, December 21 
Soup Supper * 6:00 pm 
Christmas Carols & Communion ® 7:00 pm 


Thursday, December 22 
The Edina Coalition for Grief Support's 
Holiday Service of Remembrance ® 4:30 pm 


Saturday, December 24 ® Christmas Eve 
Child-Friendly Service • 4:00 pm 
Candlelight Services • 5:30 & 11:00 pm 


Sunday, December 25 e Christmas Day 
Worship Service ® 10:00 am 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, 


“Edina Ce ity Lutheran Church 
Administrative Law, Real Estate, and Mediation. Ng Community Lutheran Е 


4113 W. 54th St., Edina, MN 55424 
(2 blocks west of France Ave.) 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 952 926.3808 e Ae org 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


‘In 


í 


feelir ng of Christn 
Peace on earth, ` Feel it yet? We do! 


Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols 
December 18th at 5:00 p.m. 


еч енн» T Bhridimas 2011 at Central 


Christmas Eve 
4:00 p.m. Pageant & Eucharist d December 24 — 4:00 and 10:30 p.m. 


10:30 p.m. Carols with Brass & Organ December 25 — 10:00 a.m. 
11:00 p.m. Festal Choral Eucharist Familiar carols; an ancient message of love and hope for today — 
celebrations of the birth of Christ in “grand Central style.” 


Christmas Day 


10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 


more information at www.centralmpls.org 


Wherever you are on your faith journey, 


Saint Mark's welcomes you. Central Lutheran Church 
Saint Mark's 12th Street at 3rd Avenue 


P E a Downtown Minneapolis 
1 a rove Street 
|| ss from Walker Art Center) 612.870.4416 centralmpls.org 


Minneapolis, MN 55403 
SAINT Marx’s 612-870-7800 ГД [ 
episcorat caTmEDRAL WWW.Ourcathedral.org HN | 
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100 NORTH OXFORD ST (651) 224-3371 
$t. PAUL, MAN STPAULREF.ORG 
55104-6540 


ST. PAUL-REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
HOLIDAY SERVICES WINGSPAN MINISTRY 


Sunday, December 18 


SN ee emus e suc Pastoral Care * Education *Witness 
Saturday, December 24 


4 PM Family Christmas Eve; 10:00 PM Music Advocacy н Outreach 


with 10:30 PM Christmas Eve Service W LB AND ALLIED 
Sunday, December 25 DELI GLET є 


10:30 AM Christmas Day Communion COMMUNITIES 


10:00 AM - Service of Healing 
2:00 PM - Journey on the Labyrinth 
4:00 PM - Family Service/Pageant 


iperal. 


ү ОЕ 
AM950radio.com AW SE VOICE 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


A Covenant Network Congregation 


WESTMINSTER fo 


‘hristmas at 
E. 


* 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11" 
8:30am — Worship Service — Rev. Howard Bell 
9:45am — Advent Reflections — Rev. Susan Thornton 
11:00am - Worship led by Children & Youth 
6:30pm - Acoustic Christmas 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14" 
6:00pm — Service of Comfort — Rev. Howard Bell 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18% 
8:30am and 11:00am Services with 
Mayflower Choir & Instrumentalists 
9:45am — Christmas Caroling led by Marty Haugen 


(Christmas um Eum Deseniher 24 —— 
Family Service and Pageant at 4 oopm a i oe Service 
Candlelight Services at 8:00pm & 10:00pm 7:00pm – Contemplative Communion Service 


ы 11:00pm - Lessons and Carols — Mayflower Choir 
Christmas, Sunday, December 25, 10:30am 


Nicollet Mall at rath Street * Downtown Minneapolis 
Free parking in the Orchestra Hall Ramp 
& 


612.332.3421 * WWw.ewestminster.org 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25% 
11:00am only — Worship Service — Rev. Sarah Campbell 


106 E. ‘Diamond Lake Rd. • Mpls., MN 554I9 
(612) 824-OZ6I ° www.mayflowermpls.org 
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OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


ALIVENESS PROJECT CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER 
WORLD AIDS DAY 


DECEMBER 1 


y Sophia Hantzes 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 


Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 


Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 


Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


Before & 


mo: 


hi House Lift 


REMODELER 


Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 


PLANS THAT 
FIT YOUR LIFE. 


Wherever you are in life, we have 
a health plan that fits your needs 
and your budget. 


Scan the code with 
your smartphone’s 
QR code reader* 
to be connected 
instantly with a 
plan that works 
best for you. Call 
your Medica agent 
or 1-888-313-2951. 
Or visit us at 


medica.com/plansth 


MEDICA. Personalize. Empower: ч 


"Need the QR reader app? Go to get.neoreaderreom from your mobile phone 
to download a free app, then scan the code and get a quote. \ 


LavenderMagazine.com | 17 


OM 


Ç 


MAP: 


BARRY 


` 
A 
` 
и. 
z 
A 
м 
Lu 
o 
tc 
1 

> 
2 
< 
^^ 
= 


AL 


` 
I 


PLEASE C 


36-4690 


"wp A 
(612)-4 
Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY МАР”М/НЕМ YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 


шоә'әлуроолм 19UMOUMOP MMM 
"0066-866 (1S9) “ZOTSS NIN Iheq3s 

‘M PANS UH, EGZ UOS IUM ƏSIƏAI 
"jeour pajseod элу ш Surzreroeds Yono} 
UeIsJaq е YM POO} ueoLroury 8шлләс 
из 3813000M YANMOLNMOG ‘ST 


WOd'SIOULIDS.NG MMM 0066-8 (TS9) 
ZOTSS NIN ‘Med 

35 15 U), `A 276 `uonoə[əs зээ ƏAISU9]X71 
'S19.Inq 32315 ipooj sno[nqe; pue oned 
лоорјпо ѕпоәд108 ‘элэцазоице poxe[o1 V 
5.301 439Hn8 ут 


WO TeqasnoyUMOy MAM */90/, 
979 (159) Med 35 "M “Ay Аизләли[] GTpT 
“SMOYS FLIA `әуоғлеу ‘пэшолм рие пәш 

JO хїш }еәл8 е Чим req pooysoqysiou ung 
ASNOH NMOL £T 


шоо"ѕуйшрлаоер MAM 

10627-28 (619) ‘NIN ‘=цойвәпшуҷ `S “ony 
JƏIIO3IN 008$ nseppeoq pusyoom zy Jouurp 
YOUN] SY IUM 2 192q mpnušnou] ‘SPOOF 
j10juroo orsse[o АЦепзео *uoneooj 42945) 
34V9 GUISMOVTE cT 


jou'UJoAe]x.Ted-MAM. 

‘0189-626 (666) "ped smo 35 "S ‘aay vue 
ASMOT TOPE '00£ 01 dn ѕ1по18 ‘POOF Зшишм 
peme - juoumum;.19juo 2p Sururp Jo SI 06 
NH3AVI УЧУ ‘TT 


шоогәуеәјѕеоләр MMM 
`РҮСҮ-ТЕЄ (019) “SIAN “AS 

‘JS шер 69 '03е]э8 әрешәшоц “зәшм pue 
S199q зрело ƏlLIOApJ MOA TA 144155155 
Зшуюорэло oped Joopyno *uore2o[ MAN 


33V9 1SVOM ACTIM ‘OT 


UI02'9peoput.reqo9urM]seoy MMA 

`60ЄР-ЄЄЄ (ZT9) 

ву “IS 351 "М STP Aepung-Aepson L ‘Wd 
9-6 тоң Addey 3212514 эвпочэхед ou 
ш uomeooj [nJqneag `35е01, Se dwa, 
UVa 8 INIM 1SVOL 6 


Woo's[durasnoyoyqndayy MMM 
“EIZT-GSP-ZT9 “TOPSS NIN “stlodeəuurw 

“N әппәлү uojsuruseA (07 SWH əə.nuə 
pue sojejd еш jo uorj9[es [пр е SurA.ros 
‘Teq IUM pue ләәдјѕәмәи s pooysoqysiou 
4007] U310N ay} srosnog MMA UL 
3Sn0H әпапч зні 8 


WOT WO}OGYOIMMM 'EELZ-ZEE 
219) 'syodeouur 'eze|q эПесет 008 -199q 
INO jnoqe 42220) "poo mo jnoqe впопәс 
WOLLOd 420H 7 

Woo TE(J£USO]EO.F MA 


‘SIPF-LLE (£19) `80766 NIN “stlodeəuurlN `$ 
‘aay urdouuoH 069 "Suppred ayIsuo ээх 


‘s[epads тоң Adde ‘риепецт, Jo $958} 
ә o) yoroidde t*pojeonsmqdos 134 ‘Tenses 
VHSO LVOU 9 


UI02"U9QO]D[SULIO MMM 

000-578 (T9) “SIGN “IS MOTIM 

6SET '91oudsoune SUYU *9[qe]0ju109 в 
ur oursmo Ageodurojuoo SuM feadde 
uongunsəp чум пэчоих pooysoqysiou V 
чуя 8 маноцу 9NIHOT'S 


UI02'so[poouuosup[ MMM "666-19 
(сто) `80FSS NIN 'syodvouurj 061 “1S “әлү 
поо8еТ 0081 'suLrm [euorda1 шод =јвәш 
[enue әлләз 0} pnoJq `sə[poou ət) uo 
snooJ е (YA ѕәцѕтр uersy [njIoAe]j “YSI 
S31000N N3SNDI ‘v 


102'0)6428' MMM 

“GGLL-EEE (219) SIAN “әлү urdouuag 

307 Aepung-AepsoupaM тед шеш ш nusu 
paud A[qeuosea1 8шлләс "xo[duio?) juour 
-шеуләўих Aer) }вә8лет S3soApr]N dd) 
5.06 AV9 `£ 


uroo'osuno[reusseq9uy AWA 

(GEL) TIV3+-Z€€ (219) STAN 

“aay "uidouuog zzy Aepung-AepsoupoM. 
[92A E S]YSIU әлу злэоцер әјеш durmjeoj 
asuno] Jue Səf рәјәрошәл A[ojo[duro 


ТУЗ ssvud c 


WOT OST Ieq6 AAA 

'€666 1/8 (ZT9) 

“SIAN “IS WAST "M 6T ‘SONIO UMJ OY} ur 
juourqsiqejs2 1.9715) 1səplo 9u—4eq poou 
-Ioqusrou тоќ je sjJrep Ae[d ло [ood jooqs 
зуа 6T'T 


— 


элу yuung. 


say Корв. 
Sry jesse 


MH yuung. 


элү PURO, 


= 
$ 


Кәли 
әшәщео is > 


— say udiopuess 


Cleveland Ave S 


Snelling Ave S 


ривелоло + 
sasajen 


элу 1101918. 


Hamline Ave S 


$2 
2 
© 
t 


S Cleveland Ave- 


элү PURI AV 
^v. WINS, 


элү PUD М. 


Shy vuuns: 


лу kaes -sez yed 
any Meuse шешәр-— әлү ече 


oos әщішеёң 
{uoua 


Cleveland Ave М 


Ined.1S. 


UNO6014 
UYON 


joudeo, 


any uo 


M any ров 


M SAN чобу. 


Dale St N 


AA олу порева 


* 


Dale StN 


жез Wooy 


eVIN ALINNININOS ЯН 


6014 — Kempiyy вез 
вам 


any ецецәшшүү M. 
‘Binoy Jong ә, 
ANNE as, 


ошоо ynos 


any wong 


5 
% 
z 
Many anaquediey, 


Wed SPOON, 
JioMese 


M SPH Ашпоз. 


(m 


Cretin Ave № 


Mony sion 


Fairview Ave N 
N Prior Ave 


SM 


N Lexington Pkwy 


Noy jgnng 922918 M. 


0e, 
peg K&joug Бәм 


б® 


С (воо со 500010183 
доо ошоо а aps e0SSuuny. 


ag 


Hamline Ave № 


Fairview Ave N 


Spr риери 2 Е 


ony Id 


Ənəs 


Kuoujuv, 
15 unos 


20е, 
С 
o, 


ооу 


M aay ләшә 


007. o 
зрина $ sBuueA^02) MOpUIAA bme 
sjedsoy з зививииеэ/ 
Janel 
aBesseyy onnede4ou | 
зәлоуү - Joyeou |. 
9^r] - 1ƏJeƏy | 
SOUS uonnquisiq Jepue^e" eu |. 
SODIMAG [LIDOS 
eonsnf [2120$ 
OM 
SsjueunejsaM 
Jenuepisey - sjejuoy 
бицэрошеч 
jeniuidg 9 зпобиеч 
918133 [еә 
Adesayjoyoksy 
SJejuug 


3 puzy 3 


Bloomington Ave S 


ѕәоІлгә$ ў sionpoJd }әд 
suy бшишиорәа 
jeondo 
sunesnjA 
зиоцеоипшшогу 9 вре 
зәло1с әш $ 10nbr] ` 
Мела f 
e6397 
siajomor 
eougunsu| 
зәо!ләс эшон 
sBurysiuiny әшоң 
Sseuj/uyeeH 
вәо!мәс ulle8H 
SsəulləAA '? ulleəH 
uo|eS лең 
Bundinos Apog ‘uonesojsay лен 
sdoys 49 
ayes 104 
poo 
ssəu1l3 
тиеш 
Sjue^3 
s[enuoss3 
jueuireuequ3 


Bloomington Ave S 


* 
< 
e 


S991۸198 Buluue|q 


Monroe St NE 


зошмәс/зләрүд 
uoneonp3 

seuosseooy $ =јопрога Виоогу 
ea] $ әәроо 


any wer! 


Жэ Ave N 


Joouos ubi 
Bary әйлә5ом 


eza бу 


10 Ам: 


иоцехејәм $ Атеза 

әрчү ӯ seg 

siequeg 

Bupjueg 

әлцошоупу 

ээмлэб $ ледэч ony 

sÁəuiolly 

зиоцегиебло SHY 

suy 

1ueunee| 9 ojuj чоцорру 
jueugeeJ| $ иоцоіррү 

seoieg бшдәәҹооя 9 Bununoooy 
1uəuneə1l 9 uoneuuoju| AIH/SPIV 
БЕШ РЕР] 


Centra} Ave NE 


бощуом 


16 nee a 


1919163 


18 4723. 


риецон 


ig gp АА 


Lyndale Ave 


hase) 


18 puzy М 


Portland Ave S 


pwen seg 


I ; 1S UEM 


woylapmog z 


County Rd 33 


Chicago Ave S. 


Lyndale Ave 5 


jenug 


Hennepin Ave 


15 9%] 
sve олуу uocbe1— 


154823 


Portland Ave 


# 
é 


® ( 


18 чю2 м 


Park Ave S 
Lyndale Avo S 


Poomuay 


aim 


е1 у ssmoo l 
Xooxqeopeomt Boer 


County Ra 31 


France Ave S 


AS 6EM 


x. 
ГЫ 


РР 
yed SHON 


мед eye] 
unoyjeg — *seg 


IS9M 


Joppa Ave S 


P 
EA B / 
#487 p29) Ж: EU. 

Len h 


еа 
og 


M‏ کے 


Penn Ave S 


Кинлеиошај оО 


2 әлү UINOWAig-N. 
wed pues — í suowwog 
чиом 
* 


Key pen 
uspioo 


Say Aempeois 7 ры hoy 


N Lyndale Ave 
NFremont Ave 


estou Kuno? элү KOTIN: 


NE Самота St 


County Rd 2 


H 
$ nomoa 


5 
e | 
* | 


AVIN 


кела WIM o. 


— (PROI NOL) PEE озера 
ги 
ASS) 
hed quM 
әороәц. 
ур 


" 


181 INA 


Kunis ївиошәу uosiO, 


25.109 09. 
IM әлороәц\ 
TR 


(a 
Á 


D 
% 
ç 


* 
вәл amen 
Sin Aen 


Р. =9 ар > 


ETT 


Noble Ave N 


yed 207 
9^vuigeN 


99- 


18 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 15-28, 2011 
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№ —— ۾ ڪڪ — | 


í‏ سے 
МЕУ ER arom‏ 
SAT DEC 318T‏ 


Fabulous Dragiwithithe 
Ladies of Lafemme 


Three Dance Floors 


“Free Champagne Toasts 


? == = ees |Party Fc Favors 
тз ENO CoverifOoOrsaVIPSE 


» = Е Сага} Members = 


Special Champagne? 
E Dinner. ‘Menu € 

; p DE SEN / 
маке your | 

| Е. early! 
WEEE m 

Call TA 6712533; 797,5 5, 


408 S. Hennepin Ave RES: MIN: 55401 o GAY90S.COM 


>- 
Ж E 


multimediagraphics. net 


SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


GAY 90'S 
NOVEMBER 30 


BRASS RAIL 
DECEMBER 1 


UNIVERSITY AVENUE IS NOW OPEN 
FREE PARKING NEXT TO THE BAR 


б. Check daily happenings at Townhousebar.com or The Town House Bar on Ei 
9 1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL • MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL • 651-646-7087 • WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 


20 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 15-28, 2011 


LATE NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR 


9pm to Close DAILY 


[/ 
ue NC. ине = | \ ра 
E : $2 GELATO 
`j ; $3 ТАР BEER 
| " à à Ке š ЖУ 


74 
Зах ass; RAIL: 


$4 HOUSE WINE 
$5 MARGARITA 
$6 MARTINI 
$7 PIZZA 


| Haze 


_ EVERY DAY `° 7- 5 iPM) 


HAPPY A 
NOON-7 PM DAILY | 
| Rail Drinks ° SM 3.00 i 
422 Hennepin avd 47 Mpls. ° 612-332- RA gau LO R | N G KITC H EN& & BAR 


www.theb assraillounge. com. — * [612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


GOT KNOCKED UP 


d SES ITT ED 


We’re happy to introduce 2 , Singles Pool 
100.7 FM | | TOURNAMENT, 


Now covering all Sun бесетрег 18.74 РМ. 
of TwinCitiesLand 24/7 


77042445 
RADION 


REAL COLLEGE RADIO 
100.7 FM 


19124569 аъш o (GUA) ©) 9999 о www: d9bar.itgo.com 


att ih Our, Since 952 
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Catch Golden Fig 
founder Laurie on 
Twin Cities Live 


-All local. All the time. 
790 Grand Avenue • St. Paul, MN 55105 
| 651.602.0144 
www.goldenfig.com 
facebook.com/goldenfigfinefoods 


$3 Happy Hour snacks, beer & wine 
2pm -5pm Monday thru Saturday 


$ 


3800 Nicollet Avenue + phone 612.823.4790 


www.blackbirdmpls.com 


iendly e Minneapolis... 
. LM in thelheart of the North Loop! 


‘THE PUBLIC HOUSE: 


TN 


‚ ^ BEER-WINE-M 


OUR PERFECT GETAWAY PACKAGE: 
One Hour Couples Massage + Dinner for Two including 
1 appetizer, 2 entrees, dessert, and bottle of wine for $175 


MON-WED 11:30 AM-10:00 PM ° THUR-FRI 11:30 AM-MIDNIGHT 
SAT 4:00 PM-MIDNIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR 3:00 - 6:00 PM 
LOCAL BEER, SELECT WINE, AND PROGRESSIVE AMERICAN CUISINE 


14» УР лї Cara: T E 
Venceuclan Spcecaltics 
Daily Specials 


A 
Mon: 


Follow/us 


EJ 
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2 OFF THE EATEN PATH | Heidi Fellner 


MY FAVORITE SEAR 


I traditionally focus on one restaurant in my column. However, my editor 
and I agreed that it might be appropriate for both the season and the times if I 
were to instead take a look back at the restaurants I’ve featured this year, and 
select five that offered something beyond the reach of knife and fork. Food 
that speaks to the soul, food that can renew the spirit, and food that reminds 
us all that life is truly beautiful, just as it is. 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


HAPPY HOUR 


Mon-Fri 3:30 — 6:30pm, Half Priced Beer; Wine & Apps E 2 
Half Price Bottle Wine e Sun & Mon 5:30 — close 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 


MASU SUSHI & ROBATA 
wilderoastcafe.com 


330 East Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis Д 3 _ Follow us on Facebook! facebook.co 


masusushiandrobata.com 
vocat eA Ф. Laem 


1300 LAGOON Ave 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
(612) 367-4595 


Executive Sushi Chef: Katsuyuki (Asan) 
Yamamoto 

Executive Chef: Alex Chase 

Bar: Dan Spa 

What to Eat: Sushi, japanese Rggplant 
What to Drink: Any of Dan’s Gummi Sours 


The hippest sushi spot in the Twin Cities 
opened this past year in an unlikely spot at 
330 East Hennepin. But with some guidance 
from Tim McKee, Masu Sushi & Robata was 
an instant success with both diners and crit- 


) . " . . . 

= ics alike, bringing a taste of vibrant, youth- KINSEN IS PROUD TO BE ONE OF THE ONLY ASIAN RESTAURANTS IN THE TWIN CITIES 
ful Tokyo to the traditionally conservative TO FEATURE ALL-NATURAL MEATS SELECTED FROM REGIONAL FARMS 
Northeast. The innovative and sustainable WWW.KINSENNOODLES,COM 


sushi at Masu can easily enchant a sushi 
fanatic, and it can be tempting to stop there. 
But be sure to also peruse the grill and 
noodle menus, where fantastic surprises lie 


in wait for the adventurous eater. cZ, 


pw 


Hennepin @ West 2 Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


CAFE LEVAIN 


4762 Chicago Ave S, Minneapolis 
cafelevain.com 


Executive Chef: Adam Vickerman 

What to Eat: Menu changes too frequently for 
a specific recommendation 

What to Drink: Santa Margharita Prosecco 


Adam Vickerman finally returned to his 
former stomping grounds at Levain in March 
of 2011, to delight crowds with inventive, 
seasonal bistro fare. Where many chefs 
prefer sticking to the basics, Vickerman's 
kitchen delights in playing with ingredients, 
sometimes changing the menu daily in order 
to incorporate some new inspiration. The 
results are accessible to most palates, but 
quirky enough to tantalize foodies through- 
out the Twin Cities. 


it's that simple. 


N 


— 


о _ 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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OFF THE EATEN PATH 


One of a kind and critically acclaimed 
Caribbean / Indian / Asian fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 - www.marlascuisine.com 


Check out our 


Weekday Specíals = | 
Jakeenos.com К Ба "T | 
Lunch & Dinner NERO 


791 Raymond Ave., St. Paul 
caribemn.com 


у P Chef/Co-Owner: Tony Panelli 
IR What to Eat: Rundown with Poached Eggs 
| E Š What to Drink: White Wine Sangria 

- If standard weekend brunch fare has you faking hangovers, I don't blame you. I feel that 
"brunch" should be a four-letter word that you shout at bad drivers. However, Caribe's weekend 
brunch menu manages to be lively and exotic while remaining comfortable. For example, you 
can still get your benedict, but here you can get conch fritters on a bed of fresh spinach, per- 
fectly poached eggs, and creole-inspired hollandaise sauce. And, you can still have your French 
toast, but why not have it drizzled with coconut cream? I think you see my point. An infectiously 


cheerful waitstaff makes it impossible not to thoroughly enjoy the experience, “brunch” and all. | 


4168 W Broadway Ave., Robbinsdale 
GOURMET nonnarosaswinebar.com 


Chef: Francesco Suglia 
What to Eat: Fritto Misto, Maialino Mediterraneo 
What to Drink: Limoncello Creme 


Nonna Rosa's is the brainchild of husband and wife team Francesco and Tina Suglia. 
Francesco found a passion for cooking after spending his childhood in southern Italy; Tina 
Exe temi grew up in the bustling restaurant business here. Their marriage has produced a Robbinsdale 

XCe!SIOT ran hot spot that exudes a quirky charm. The menu doesn't change much, but it doesn't need to- 
3840 Grand Way there is an entree to please anyone at the table. And with Francesco at the helm, the kitchen 
Saint Louis Park is brilliant, reasonably traditional, and most importantly, reliable. It is easily a place you could 
| feel comfortable bringing your grandmother, yet strangely enough, it is also on my short-list 
Minnesota 55416 
952.303.4220 for a no-fuss, yet romantic night out. 


Oil: Vinegar 
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PIZZERIA LOLA 


5557 Xerxes Ave. S., Minneapolis 
pizzerialola.com 


Chef/Owner: Ann Kim 
What to Eat: Lady Za Za 
What to Drink: Vajra Barolo 


Ann Kim and I have crossed paths from 
time to time in our “other” lives, as local actors. 
She is a phenomenal talent, so when she de- 
cided to devote herself to creating the perfect 
pizza, I had no doubt that her kitchen would be 
a good place to feature. However, even I wasn't 
prepared for the knock-your-socks-off pies that 
have since made this restaurant a neighbor- 
hood fixture and a pizza-lover's destination. 
Her crust is perfection, thanks to a gigantic 
copper, wood-fired oven that could easily have 
been birthed from the writings of L. Frank 
Baum. Her toppings range from the tradi- 
tional tomato, basil and cheese to the radical 
kimchi sausage, shishito peppers, scallions and 
sesame oil. Just plan to either wait for a table, 
or make peace with dining during off-peak 
hours: you are not the only one with a sudden, 
undeniable craving for a wood-fired pizza. 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


FOOD CO-OPS: 
C AHEAD OF THE CURVE SINCE 
THE CURVE STARTED. 
mam 4 Md 


Wine bar f 20 e 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES Е 
20% OFF GLASSES 

Em LISTENING. STILL SERVING. STILL PIONEERING. 
VOTED iw, WINE BAR BY Not a member? Not a problem! Everyone Welcome, Every Day. 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 


FAB 50 AWARDS! 
2105 Lyndale Ave. S. 
612.333.4305 Minneapolis, MN 55405 THE 


415 N. 1ST ST. - MINNEAPOLIS (612) 871-3993 
Hours: Tu-TH & SUN. 5-1 1PM 
ERU GC SAT SEM MIDNIGHT Mon-Fri 9-10 | Sat & Sun 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 


Nobody wants 
those, Janet. 


Surdyk's Gift Cards = 


What everybody wants 


SURDY K’S 
LIQUOR & CHEESE SHOP 


East Hennepin at University NE Minneapolis www.surdyks.com 
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LOCALLY SOURCED: AT THE TABLE WITH BRET BANNON | Joy summers 


Photos by Steve Young: a PastureLand.- 


SITTING AT BRET'S TABLE 


ON A crisp winter afternoon, I was invited inside the warm Longfel- 
low neighborhood home of Bret Bannon and his partner Jon Temple- 
ton. Whisked into a stunning kitchen I think I shouted an obscenity and 
hugged the marble island. Ever the gracious host, Bannon served black 
olive-studded shortbread and poured glasses of a homemade aperitif made 
from green walnuts and red wine. The plates that the cookies were served 
on had come from France, once residing in the former home of Julia Child 
(although the plates weren't actually hers). Close enough for a food fan 
like me. We discussed Southern hospitality, his passion for feeding friends, 
and how it's inextricably woven into his Catholic faith. 
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Where did you grow up? 
In northern Florida, just south of Jack- 
sonville. 


Do you remember the first thing you 
learned to cook? 

Two things. I remember making my 
mom breakfast for Mother's Day. I don't re- 
member the food, but I remember the coffee 
in this China cup looked so pale, so I added 
more instant coffee to it. Then I remember 
in the Boy Scouts, I was an Eagle Scout, so 
a lot of foods over the fire. I was one of six 
kids — a big Catholic family, there was a lot of 
Chef Boyardee. 


How did you end up in Minnesota? 
I went to graduate school at St. John's. 


What did you study there? 
Church music. I came up here sight un- 
seen. 


How did you get into cooking? 

Well, I was working for the Catholic 
Church. One day I was walking past Cooks 
of Crocus Hill in Saint Paul and saw they had 
a sign advertising for teaching assistants. It 
was a voluntary position then. They paid $20 
gift certificates for every class. 

I assisted Zoe Francois, Rocco DiSpirito, 
Joanne Weir, Marcus Samuelsson, and An- 
drew Zimmern and learned on the job. This 
was when Andrew was the chef at Cafe Un 
Deux Trois. I asked him if I could come in 
and stage. I got to work with Zoe when she 
was the pastry chef at the Local. Then I went 
out to Park Avenue Cafe in New York City. It 
was really there, in New York, that I realized 
that I didn't want to be a chef, that I would 
rather teach. 


I saw on your website that you guide 
tours through France and stay at Julia 
Child's home. When is the next trip? 

We're hoping to do a truffle hunt in Feb- 
ruary. The home is where Julia and Paul 
Child lived while she was writing Master- 
ing the Art of French Cooking II. Kathy, who 
owns the home, has said this will be the last 
year that we'll be doing this. Next year would 
be Julia's 100th birthday. 


What inspires you most about teach- 
ing? 

Ilove having people have that A-ha mo- 
ment, where they drop the barrier around 
this mystery of cooking. 

It's like when I was with the Church and 
teaching people how to pray in public. It's not 
something that comes naturally. 1,000 peo- 
ple doing the same thing at the same time. 
It's the same thing as having people around 
my table. It's a sacred moment. Dinner at the 
table, the shared meal is the foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet. Which brings us back to 
the Church, but that's what sharing a meal 
is. It doesn't matter if it's paper towel napkins 
and take-out Chinese, it's not what the meal 
is, it's about the sharing. That's why I always 
begin with an aperitif, its very traditional 
in France to serve homemade spirits and a 
little something to eat, just enough to whet 
the appetite. It's a symbol of sharing, this is 
mine, for you. Which goes back to liturgy – 
plus, Southern hospitality. We would always 
offer someone a cup of coffee or sweet tea. 


Its obvious that much of your life 
and philosophy with living is dedicated 
to your Catholic Faith. It must be dif- 
ficult to face the fact that the Church re- 
fuses to recognize same-sex unions or 
allow openly gay members to worship. 


I thought about giving it all up - the 
church. But I was baptized into this religion. 
I have a right to practice my religion. My 
God loves me for who I am. I struggled - for 
years I struggled — I was 28 when I came out. 
It's just very sad. I love teaching, love liturgy. 
More and more...it’s more hateful. That's 
why sharing a meal around a table, it’s an ex- 
tension of my faith. It’s always that foretaste 
to the last meal. 

I have a friend of mine that works with 
Alain Ducasse at his restaurant in the South 
of France, in a former monastery. I’ve always 
said that if I knew I had two days before dy- 
ing, I would want to fly out there and have 
my final meal there. 

It’s not the presentation, it’s the wonder, 
the glory, the conversation and the laugh- 
ter that I love. That’s what heaven is. That’s 
what the Father is all about. Well, it better 
be - if I show up and that’s not heaven, I’m 
going to be pissed. 


Where can we find you? 

Im teaching at Cooks on Crocus Hill, 
Chef's Abode in Mendota Heights, plus I do 
private classes, if people would like to hire 
me to come into their homes. П 


For more information on Bret's classes or to travel with 
him to Julia Child's home in France to hunt for truffles, 
find him on the web at www.bretstable.com 
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MUSIC | еа Huyck 


JAMES ROCCO, 
ROCKER 


— Most people in the local arts community know James Roc- 
co as a producing artistic director at the Ordway Center, where he 
has had a hand in many of the recent original productions at the St. 
Paul venue. But the mild-mannered producer has a secret identity. 


Rocco is a rocker. 

From his earliest days, Rocco dreamed of 
rock ‘n’ roll glory, and spent his early adult- 
hood working the road as he scratched and 
clawed for success. While he was able to 
make a living at it, his greater dreams - in- 
cluding his own album - never came true. 
The stage called, and Rocco found greater 
success as an actor and director. 

The dream lived on, however. This past 
fall, Rocco issued his debut album, It's Be- 
tween Us. Or, as he prefers to think of it, his 
re-debut, showcasing a return to the love 
that first brought him into the entertainment 
business 40 years ago. 

“I just started thinking it was always my 
dream. It was what I had trained for and 
what I had done most of my young life doing 
and fantasizing about. I hemmed and hawed 
about it. A guy my age shouldn't do this. It’s 
a thing of the past,” he says. “A friend en- 
couraged me and I had a gas doing it. It was 
such fun to go back to it and just do what I 
knew what I wanted to do.” 

The 10-cut album spotlights numer- 
ous influences, but keeps a steady rock ‘n’ 
roll vibe throughout, with cuts by Jackson 
Browne, Lucinda Williams, Jimmy Webb 


and Diane Warren. 

He’s even heard back from one of the 
composers, Jennifer Warnes. “She was re- 
ally complementary to me. I was blown 
away, as her version of the song (“Lights of 
Louisianne") is definitive. Mine was just a 
tribute to her. I've been floating on a cloud,” 
Rocco says. 

Playing music was always a dream for 
Rocco. “I was in love with American Band- 
stand the top 40 radio. As soon as I could 
handle it, I had a record player,” he says. His 
youthful interest soon turned to professional 
gigs. In fact, he was featured in Modern 
Screen magazine after recording a session 
with Frank Sinatra. 

"[ spent seven years just performing in 
clubs and doing recordings and jingles, but 
I kept getting pulled into the theater. I audi- 
tioned for Cats in New York on a lark and got a 
part as the Rum Tum Tugger. After that, I got 
a good series of theater things, so I was slowly 
moving away from rock 'n' roll and pop." 

Eventually, life in the theater — as a per- 
former and then choreographer and direc- 
tor, before turning to producing - took over, 
and the music dreams were put on a shelf. 
“I was making a living as a rock musician, 


IT’S BETWEEN US 


but I couldn’t see any growth in it. I couldn’t 
see what would happen after I wasn’t able to 
around in leather pants and cowboy boots.” 

Rocco slowly dipped his toe back into mu- 
sic in recent years. “I had no idea if I could 
sing,” he says. “I knew I didn’t have the con- 
trol of my voice the way I used to, but I also 
knew I was more mature and could interpret 
the songs in a different way. Slowly, I got it 
back together.” 

Once the sessions began with co-pro- 
ducer Raymond Berg and a small combo of 
musicians, Rocco felt the old thrill. “Hours 
would go by and I would have done nothing 
but music for eight hours. That’s how it has 
always been with me and music. It made me 
feel alive,” he says. 

In the months since the album came out, 
Rocco has found some success, from having 
it sell out in local stores that carry it to reach- 
ing the charts. 

And his dual identity cuts both ways. 
“It’s funny. The people who knew me in 
the lifetime when I sang with the likes of 
Herbie Hancock, can’t believe I’m an arts 
administrator.” 

It’s Between Us is available in local stores, 
at Amazon and CD Baby, and on iTunes. O 


28 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 15-28, 2011 


ur ^ Y 


©2011 R.J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO. 


+ 


A 


T 


LET IT SNUS 


SWITCH & ENJOY A DRAMA-FREC HOLIDAY 


Smokers, enjoy a refreshing flurry of flavor. Camel SNUS is smoke-free, spit-free, 
drama-free tobacco pleasure packed in a pouch. Pop one in and taste what you've 


been missing. Camel SNUS - it just might change the way you enjoy tobacco. 


CH THE PLEASURE SWITCH 


CamelSNUS.com/holidays ©. li 


*WEBSITE RESTRICTED TO AGE 21+ TOBACCO CONSUMERS. 


WARNING: Smokeless 
tobacco is addictive. 
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On Joe, Georg Roth Los Angeles sports 
shirt, $198. Jeans and belt model's own. 
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On Andrea, Designs by Tatyana Ella Royal 
Blue dress, $148. PinUp Couture Bombshell 
Silver heels, $48. Lux de Ville Starlite Gold 
clutch, $38.40. On Angel, Designs by Tatyana 
Glam Black dress, $118, and Furtastic Marilyn 
bolero, $50. PinUp Couture Bombshell Red 
heels, $48. Lux de Ville Femme Fatal Kiss Lock 
Leopard handbag, $80. 
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“...а super-sized performance!" 


— Lavender Magazine |... w 
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THE BROADWAY MUSICAL 


Presented by 


REGIS SALONS 


There's No Better 
Holiday Gift 
Than an Evening 
at Chanhassen! 


Thru Dec 31! 


Channasege | 
) — e. 


TO: Your е. g | 


Кесїрїепї 
FROM: You 


DINNER'S ON US! 
Tue, Wed, Thu EVE 
only, December 


Call for details. 


CHANHASSENDT.COM 


earrings by Ray 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand 
Griffiths 


3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park 
952.922.8364 


VASER? Shape is ideal for 
targeting specific areas like 
the tummy, arms, inner thighs, 
saddlebags, and love handles. 


Results after 1 treatment! 


EW 


MEDICAL CENTER 


Pain Free * Non Invasive * Body Slimming 


Victoria Hagstrom, M.D. • 612-208-0741 • www.Anewmedicalcenter.com 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center ® 120 South 6th Street, Suite 175 * Minneapolis, MN 55402 


It's all 
about 


Ё? 


BAN ORDWAY PRODUCTION 
RGD GERSAND HAMMERSTIEIN'S, © 
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ORDWAY 


Joy. Centerstage. 


DEC 13 - JAN 1 
ordway.org | 651.224.4222 
GROUPS OF 10+ SAVE ON TICKETS! 
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On Joe, Georg Roth Los Angeles striped sports 
shirt, $198. On Bryce, Ross Graison wrinkled 
shirt, $178. Jeans models' own. 
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. CLOUTIER & BRAND Lr... 
The Chuba Company Since 1972 remo deling > fe S ES y NEU e 


sabi p li oid & renovation Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


* Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense 

° Family/Divorce/Custody ° Domestic Partnerships 

* Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 
* Wills & Trusts * Bankruptcy 


roofing | siding | windows s 17 


custom design build Elizabeth Cloutier JeamBrandl 
PFLAG Member Rainbow Families Member 


remodeling & renovation | 612.332.5100 


| Tog www.cb-lawyers.com 
for а free estimate : 763.441.4488 1 L 12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
www.chubaco.com Member FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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Minneapolis Condos | Lofts 


$ CONDO OH LOFT BUYERS: 
Я HOW TO AVOID PAYING TOO MUCH 
Whether you're a first-time buyer or an old pro at the real estate game, 


buying a home can be a daunting process. It's an emotional time filled with 
difficult choices, and each decision you make has money riding on it. 


To order this FREE report email Joe@DRGMpls.com 
or call 855.777.7225 ext: 103 today. 


PURI | JOE GRUNNET 


Condos | ПОТЕ YOUR CONDO & LOFT EXPERT 
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shirt, 


Who 
will 


you? 


Buffalo 
Addite Yow pride! Coon Rapids 
Í Golden Valley 
+£ St. Paul 
Woodbury 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 
animal humane society (763) 522-4325 


OVER 25 YEARS, SERVING UP SMILES 


Give your teeth 


some love... 


All of us at Lavender Magazine - 
CA7] T xw, Р : AM à 
Wish You a Very Happy Holiday Season PAUL 
And a Prosperous New Year! AMBLE pps 


651.291.9667 www.denlisigrondoveñue-com 
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Downtown St. Paul Skyway 651-628-4444 
Burnsville Center 952-892-6666 
West St. Paul 651-450-6666 
New Brighton 651-636-3434 
Rogers 763-515-6065 


Toll Free 888-797-EYES 
www.spectacleshoppe.biz 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


Performing Arts 2011 Year in Review 


PERFORMING ARTS EVENTS OF THE YEAR 

The Opening of the Cowles Center for Dance and the Performing 
Arts & The Center of the Margins Festival of Plays About Disability, 
Mixed Blood Theatre 


BEST THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS 

1. Leave, Urban Samurai 

2. The Kavagers, Savage Umbrella 

3. August: Osage County, Park Square 

4. The Pride, Pillsbury House 

5. Ajax tn Iraq, Frank Theatre 

6. The Winters Tale, Guthrie Theater 

7. Uncle Vanya, Gremlin Theatre 

8. Street Scene, Girl Friday Productions 

9. Cabaret, Frank Theatre 

10. Beyond Therapy, Theatre in the Round Players Opus, Park Square 
The Secret Language of Wishes, Mixed Blood (tie) 


The Pride. Photo by Michal Daniel 


BEST REVIVAL OF A QUEER CLASSIC 
The Maids, Gonzo Group 


BEST SHOW FROM OUT OF TOWN (TIE) 
Cavalia, The Big Top at West End 
La Cage Aux Folles, State Theatre 


THEATER ARTIST OF THE YEAR 
Craig Johnson, title role actor and script adapter, Uncle Vanya, director, 
Beyond Therapy & Street Scene 


PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR & BEST ACTRESS 
(NON-MUSICAL) 
Barbara Kingsley, August: Osage County 


= w 


True West. Photo by Thomas Sandelands 


BEST ACTOR 
Peter Christian Hansen, 7zze West, Torch Theatre 


BEST ACTOR (MUSICAL) TIE 
Dan Lundin, dave, Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
Dennis Spears, / Wish You Love, Penumbra Theatre 


BEST ACTRESS (MUSICAL) 
Jevetta Steele, Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, Penumbra Theatre 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR (MUSICAL) 
Sam Landman, 7he Sexy Librarian, Joking Envelope 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS (MUSICAL) TIE 
Melissa Hart, Cabaret 
Kim Kivens, Dirty Rotten Scoudrels, Minneapolis Musical Theatre 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR (NON-MUSICAL) 
Bradley Greenwald, Hamlet, Jungle Theater 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS (NON-MUSICAL) 
Helen Carey, 77е Winters Tale 


BEST CROSSGENDER PERFORMANCE 
Luke Weber, The Maids 


BEST SOLO PERFORMANCE 
Ali Rose Dachis, 77е Edge of Our Bodies, Guthrie 
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BEST CLASSICAL LEAD PERFORMANCE 
Stephen Yoakam, 77е Burial at Thebes, Guthrie 


BEST REVIVAL PERFORMANCE 
Bradley Greenwald, /Am Му Own Wife, Jungle 


FUNNIEST PERFORMANCE 
Wendy Lehr, Mercy Watson to the Rescue, Children’s Theatre Company 


BEST PERFORMANCES FROM OUT OF TOWN 

Christopher Sieber, Leading Role, Za Cage Aux Folles, State Theatre 
John Fugelsang, Solo Role, 77е Sexy Liberal Show, State Theatre 
Meghann Fahy & Curt Hansen, Supporting Actor & Actress, 

Next to Normal, Ordway 


BEST DIRECTOR 
Wendy Knox, Ajax in аа & Cabaret 


BEST THEATER COMPOSER 
Mike Hallenbeck, / Zzke You, Red Eye Collaboration & The Sexy Librarian 


= 
77 


Cabaret. Photo by Tony Nelson. 


BEST MUSICAL DIRECTION 
Michael Croswell, Cabaret 


BEST CHOREOGRAPHER 
David Bolger, ZAMS, Pinafore, Guthrie 


BEST SET DESIGN 
Large House: John Coyne, Charley’s Aunt, Guthrie 
Small House: Vicki Smith, Two Trains Running, Penumbra 


BEST COSTUME DESIGN 
Large House: Linda Cho, 77е Winters Tale 
Small House: (tie) Kathy Cole, Street Scene & A. Emily Heaney, Uncle Vanya 


Uncle Vanya. Photo by Tamatha Miller 


BEST LIGHTING DESIGN 
Christopher Akerlind, 77е Burial at Thebes 


BEST SOUND DESIGN 
Elliot Durko Lynch, 7he Ravagers 


VIDEO DESIGN 
Martin Gwinup, 7 Wish You Love 


OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN THEATER FOR YOUTH 
MEAN, Youth Performance Company, 
bloodymerryjammyparty, Blank Slate Theatre 


OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN PERFORMANCE ART 
Peligro, Patricks Cabaret 


OUTSTANDING FEATURED DANCER 
Myron Johnson, Songs for a Swan, Ballet of the Dolls 


OUTSTANDING NEW DANCE WORK 
Storm, Zenon Dance Company 


OUTSTANDING DANCE REVIVALS 
Deluxe Edition, Zenon 

Rumblings, Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Social Movements, James Sewell Ballet 


OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN STAGE MOVEMENT 
7-Shot Symphony, Live Action Set 


OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN OPERA 
Silent Night, Minnesota Opera 
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LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


Atons Holiday Fundraiser 


THE ATONS of Minneapolis held their traditional Holiday Fundraiser 
on Sunday, December 4, in Minneapolis. There was food, drink and gen- 
eral merriment, along with live and silent auctions, two bootblacks, holiday 
photos with Leather Santa and his Naughty EIf, and a food drive that col- 
lected 900 pounds of food for The Aliveness Project. 

This year’s event raised approximately $2,000, which was donated to 
OutFront Minnesota Community Services to provide education about 
the benefits of marriage equality (in preparation for the November 2012 
vote on the proposed Minnesota state constitutional amendment to limit 
marriage to one man and one woman). 

My thanks to Atons member Andrew Bertke for allowing me to share 
some of his photos of this event. You'll find many more photos from this 
year's Atons Holiday Fundraiser online at the Lavender Magazine web- 
site: www.lavendermagazine.com/our-lives/atons-holiday-fundraiser/. 
Enjoy them all, and—whatever you celebrate, however you celebrate it— 
Happy Holidays from Leather Life! 


Photos by Andrew Bertke 
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Эде & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Cháteau at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 


Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 


Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 
www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 
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Expert Home Financing. Guaranteed.” 


It’s not just a tagline. It’s a promise 
that we back up —with cash. 


An approval from Residential Mortgage Group, 
a division of Alerus Financial, is backed by a 
$10,000 guarantee’ that your loan will close. 
Why are we able to be so bold? Because we've 
never failed to close a loan we said would 

close! Contact me today to learn more about 
this Guaranteed Approval and our to-the-penny 
Guaranteed Closing Costs! 


A DIVISION OF 


RMG Alenus 


FINANCIAL 


Pat Gleason 


RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE GROUP 
orrice 952.847.9834 e-mail pat@rmgmn.com 
patgleasononline.com 


*Paid to the seller if RMG is unable to close based on the terms of our approval letter. 
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After New York City, our 2nd center is now open in Minneapolis! | P Р E \ | 
ALL first-time . 
clients receive * Thin Lens 
Specialists 
! * % * Frames and 
first treatment! | Lenses 
xx x mena ѓ"ӱӨ * Eye Exams 
e Treatment and 
Management of 
Ocular Disease 
® Dr. James Buchli 
4 on Staff 
* One-Day 
Emergency 
Service 
ne+ve))o. $50 OFF ANY 
Finally...Painfree, Permanent and Affordable € o M PL ET E PAI R o F 
enma ipie ntspa GLASSES WITH THIS AD 
ome experience the world's latest technology an 
most used IPL Laser hair removal concept 844 GRAND AVENUE ° (65 1) 291-5150 
ST PAUL ® (JUST EAST OF VICTORIA) 
OOK YO M-F 10AM-6PM SAT. 10AM-3PM 
Ae Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis 1 (612) 208-1062 | uptownmpls@nomasvellousa. gd 
e 
Finally, an 
ө ө 
immediate benefit 
e 
to exercise. 
Join the YWCA of Minneapolis 
during December, and get 
5096 off the Joiners Fee 
and a $25 gift coupon, 


good for use toward any of our services, 
such as massage or personal training. 
Treat yourself, or give the coupon as a 
gift. End the year on a healthy note, and 
get rewarded right away. 


кз www.ywcampls.org 


Offer good on new Adult, Family and Young Professional memberships. 
Some exceptions apply. 


Holiday 
Best! 


J NOVACHIS 


ТЕЕ MENS COLLECTION 


3930 W. 50th St. Edina MN USA 
952.927.8808 
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SOCIALLY SAVVY | Edward Piechowski & Sean Ryan 


Lisa McDonald and George Soule - 
Holiday Entertaining on a Grand Scale 


IT'S A bold proclamation to claim the first Saturday 
in December for your annual holiday party, but George 
Soule and Lisa McDonald have done just that for the 
past 22 years. This is more than a sweater-laden get- 
together with punch and cookies; more than 250 guests 
squeeze into their home on Lake Harriet, ringing in the 
season in a grand way. 
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The cover of this year's invitation; Lisa McDonald & George 
Soule with their dogs Dante & Lulu. Photo Courtesy of Lisa 
McDonald 


Lisa and George credit their large guest list 
to George's work as an attorney and Lisa's po- 
litical background (she's a former Minneapolis 
City Councilmember and candidate for mayor). 
Originally designed to entertain clients and co- 
workers, the party is now a mix of folks from 
the legal, political, judicial, and creative worlds. 
"People love this party because they can catch 
up with folks they might not see all year," says 
Lisa. “Our guests have a chance to reconnect 
with dear friends and meet new faces." 

Even in a good-sized home, when you have 
that many guests, space is at a premium. To 
take the pressure off, Lisa and George began 
renting a tent for the backyard a few years ago. 
Connected to the living room via a breezeway, 
the heated tent is complete with carpet and dec- 
orations. It also holds an additional bar, keeping 
service moving. Steps from the tent on the patio 
are a roaring fire pit and comfortable furniture, 
all under the sparkle of holiday lights. Marsh- 
mallows are available for toasting! 


Lisa loves candlelight, especially on the front walk. Photo by Sean Ryan 
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Lisa and George send out invitations the 
second week of November, three weeks be- 
fore the party. Often, the invitation is a simple 
flat card with a photograph of Lisa, George, 
and their beloved two dogs, but don't let the 
casual picture on the invitation fool you: Lisa 
has elevated entertaining to the martial arts 
skill of a ninja. 

Food is especially important. Drawing in- 
spiration from her vast cookbook collection 
and her skills as a former professional pas- 
try chef, Lisa tries something new each year. 
Half of the food is prepared by the hosts, 
the other half by a local caterer (Rudolph's). 
Lisa makes sure everyone gets a bite of her 
new recipe for the event. Lisa's fortunate 
friends and family get to sample new menu 
items throughout the year as Lisa tests them 
for flavor and ease of preparation. The buf- 
fet always includes old favorites, as well as 
the new items: baked ham, cheesy potatoes 
and a tasty sausage roll. George is known 
for his famous chocolate chip cookies. He 
begins baking days before the party to pro- 
duce hundreds of these palm-sized beauties. 
This year's party also featured a traditional 
layered trifle of fresh fruit and ladyfingers. 
Lisa credits much of the success of her party 
to great staff, including the steady oversight 
of Jerry Beltt, who makes sure things run 
smoothly in the kitchen so George and Lisa 
can enjoy their guests. 

Lisa selects her holiday décor from a mas- 
sive collection of items she keeps tucked away 
on the third floor. Neatly organized by color, 
theme and year, no theme is done twice. In 
2009, the all-white theme gave the feeling of 
being inside a snow globe, with floating can- 
dles and homemade ice lanterns lining the 
front walk. Last year, the party was a fantasy 
in red from the ornaments to the lighting. This 
year, Lisa and George were inspired by cases 
of Old World ornaments and nostalgic lanterns 
they ve collected over the years. 

Although the décor is beautiful, decora- 
tions are kept up off the surfaces in order 
to save space for wine glasses and guests' 
plates. Missing from the party is a tradition- 
al Christmas tree. “It just gets in the way,” 
says Lisa, “and too many of my favorite orna- 
ments were getting broken during the par- 
ty." She and George set up their tree during 
the week after the party. With four Saturdays 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas, the 


pressure to have the party requires the full 
package: a home people love to see, food you 
look forward to all year, and a guest list no 
one would want to be excluded from. Good 
hosts can make guest feel comfortable and 
welcome, whether it's a small group of inti- 
mates or 250 of your closest friends. Lisa and 
deliver the full package, year after year. O 


A seasonal buffet is set in the dining room; collections 
of glass and pottery paired with vintage ornaments and 
a fresh wreath complete the decor in the living room. 
Photos by Sean Ryan 


George's famous chocolate chip cookies (see 
recipe). Photo by Sean Ryan 


George's Famous 
Chocolate Chip Cookies 


Makes about 3 dozen cookies 


INGREDIENTS: 

1/2 cup granulated sugar 

1/2 cup packed brown sugar 

1/3 cup Blue Bonnet margarine, 

softened 

1/8 cup shortening 

1 egg 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 

1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/2 cup chopped nuts 

1 package (6 ounces) semi-sweet 
chocolate chips 


METHOD: 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 


Cream the sugar, margarine, shorten- 
ing, egg, and vanilla together. Stir in 
remaining ingredients until combined. 
(George prefers to mix this dough by 
hand.) 

Form balls with the dough using 

a tablespoon. Place balls on an 
ungreased cookie sheet about 3 
inches apart. (What makes George's 
cookies unique is their size, so feel 
free to go larger with the dough 
balls.) 

Bake in the oven for 8-10 minutes 
until light golden brown in color. Al- 
low the cookies to cool on the sheet 
before removing. 
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BIG GAY NEWS | Bradley Traynor 


BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


‘Not Gay Enough’ Softball Players Settle Suit 
SFGate reports that three members of an ama- 
teur gay softball team have settled their lawsuit 
against the North American Gay Amateur Ath- 
letic Alliance. The men sued the organization 
after their team was disqualified for not hav- 
ing enough gay players. The settlement comes 
one week after a US district judge ruled that 
the Alliance had the right to limit the number 
of heterosexuals who could play on a team. As 
part of the settlement, the men will receive their 
second place trophy back, along with an undis- 


closed sum. 


Democratic Rep. Barney Frank 
Announces Retirement 

The Associated Press reports 
that Dem. Rep. Barney Frank, 
the first voluntarily openly 
gay member of Congress has 
announced he will retire at the 


end of his current term; his 16th. | 
¦ of Gay Weddings 

¦ The Army Times reports that 

¦ the US Senate approved an 

i amendment to the defense 

; authorization bill that allows  : 
i military chaplains to refuse to | 
¦ perform gay marriages. The | 
i measure was introduced by MI : 
i Republican Sen. Roger Wicker | 
‚ who said, “This amendment 

} will allow the chaplains of 

¦ our armed forces to maintain 


"There are other things | would 
like to do with my life." Frank, 
71, said he hopes to remain ac- 
tive on issues that matter to him 
after his retirement. 


Nigeria Senate Approves Bill 
Banning Gay Marriage, Groups, 
PDA 

The Washington Post reports 
that Nigeria's Senate has voted 
to criminalize gay marriage, gay 


; advocacy groups and same-sex : 
i public displays of affection. Gay i 
¦ sex is already illegal in Nigeria  : 
} and under the new legislation, 

: couples who marry could face 

¦ up to 14 years in prison. 


Senate Lets Chaplains Opt Out 


the freedom of conscience 
necessary to serve their na- 
tion and their religion without 
conflict." 


NY Judge Lets Anti-Gay Mar- 
riage Lawsuit Proceed 

The Wall Street Journal reports 
that a NY state judge has 
refused to dismiss a lawsuit 
challenging the state's gay mar- 


Court Judge Robert Wiggins 


said there was an issue whether : 


the state's open meetings law 
was violated. 


Church of Scotland against gay 
marriage law change 


The BBC reports that the Church | 


of Scotland has told the Scot- 
tish government that it should 
not allow gay marriages. The 


government launched a 14 week | 


consultation over whether to 
legalize gay marriage, but the 
Church of Scotland, along with 
The Roman Catholic Church 

in Scotland are against the 


change. A recent Scottish Social | 


Attitudes survey found more 
than 60% of people believe 
same-sex couples should have 
the right to marry. 


Gay Groups Boycott Salvation 
Army Red Kettle Drive 

MSNBC reports that gay rights 
groups are urging people to 
boycott donations to the Salva- 
tion Army this holiday season, 
arguing that the church has a 
history of anti-GLBT discrimina- 
tion.Andy Thayer, co-founder 
of the Gay Liberation Network 
told MSNBC, "We are urging a 
boycott of the Salvation Army 
because it uses its selective 
interpretation of the Bible to 
promote discrimination against 
LGBT people in employ- 

ment benefits and leadership 
positions within the Army." A 
spokesman for the Salvation 
Army responded, saying, "In 
our policies, in our practices, in 


our programs and in our eligibil- | 


ity for any service within the 
Salvation Army, there is not a 
request for any details concern- 
ing sexual orientation." 


Top Marine Says Service Em- 
bracing Gay Ban Repeal 

The Associated Press reports 
that top US marine, General 
James F. Amos says the Ma- 
rines have handled the repeal 

of 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' well. 
Amos previously opposed re- 
pealing the ban during wartime. 
He told the Associated Press last 


¦ week, "I'm very pleased with 
riage legislation. State Supreme | 


how it has gone.” 


Passengers Claim United Agent 
Used Gay Slur At DIA 

Denver's 7News reports that 
United Airlines is investigating 
a complaint from a gay couple 
claiming they were called 
faggots by an agent at Denver 
International Airport. Billy Canu 
told 7News he and his partner 
complained to a manager about 
a rude employee. Canu claims 
the manager escalated the situ- 
ation, first calling them idiots 
then faggots as they walked 
away. A spokeswoman for 
United said, "We have received 
this complaint and are review- 
ing, and we will reach out to the 
customer directly." 


T.I. Defends Tracy Morgan, Calls 
Gay Activists 'Not American" 
Reuters reports that rapper 

and MTV reality star Clifford 
Joseph Harris Jr (aka Т.І.) said 
in a recent interview that gay 
activists were overly sensitive 

in response to comedian Tracy 
Morgan's comments last sum- 
mer that he'd kill his son if he 
found out he were gay. "They're 
like, ‘If you have an opinion 
against us, we're gonna shut 
you down. That's not Ameri- 
can," said Harris. O 
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GLIMPSES | Andy Lien 


MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH 


FESTIVAL 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


3RD ANNUAL MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH HUMOR FESTIVAL 

The 3rd Annual Minneapolis Jewish Humor Festival (MJHF) will be held January 14-28, 
2012, at the Sabes Jewish Community Center in Minneapolis. The MJHF combines one-act 
plays, one-person shows, music performance, stand-up and improvisational comedy, story- 
telling, film, visual art, and workshops in celebration of the Jewish contribution to the world 
of humor as presented Jewish and non-Jewish performing and visual artists, teachers, and 
arts collaborators. The MJHF offers a variety of work that somehow touches on Jewish tra- 
dition, family, identity, religion, culture, or ideas. "Jewish" can mean vastly different things 
to different people, content can be very obvious or quite subtle, or somewhere in between. 
Whatever, wherever, and whomever it is, it's all funny. Very funny. 


A OUEER AND TRANS PEOPLE OF COLOR GATHERING TO 
SUPPORT OUR LIBERATION AND SELF DETERMINATION 


PFund Foundation, the only Minnesota foundation dedicated exclusively to LGBT equality, 
and the Astraea Foundation for Justice, a national LGBT grantmaker, hosted the first-ever 
national gathering of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people of color orga- 
nizations December 2-4, 2011, in Minneapolis. The BOLD Gathering is the culmination of 
the four-year Racial Equity Initiative, a funding project aimed at supporting LGBT people 
of color nonprofits. As the first national gathering of LGBT people of color organizations 
in the United States, it was an opportunity to convene at this complex economic and 
political moment, providing an opportunity to build organizing skills, sharpen thinking, 
strengthen the collective voice and create a vision for the future that speaks directly to 
histories of resilience, creativity, desire, passion and vision. 


uunc A ОА coum Dieta ый белн ы шапа Development of Pfund; Kit Yan, Emcee and spoken word artist and activist; and Marta Alvarado, Conference and Meetings Manager of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 


NEW! 
FOC МАРСОМ 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY MAP". 
WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 


FESTIVAL 


stand-up, one-person shows, improv, storytelling, film and more JANUARY 14—28, 2012 
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mmm Д PROFILE IN COURAGE ' 


hile serving courageously with the Minnesota Na- 
tional Guard in Iraq in 2006, John Kriesel lost both t; 
legs because of an IED (roadside bomb). Four years KT 
later he was elected to the Minnesota House of Rep- ^ 
resentatives for District 57A, which includes parts of r 
Dakota and Washington counties. That victory alone Hi 
was enough to garner him headlines, butin May of this 1 
year he garnered national attention again. This was for | 
speaking passionately and eloquently оп the House 
floor, dissenting with the majority of his fellow Republi- › 
cans who sent a constitutional amendment to ban same 1 
sex marriage to a 2012 referendum to be voted on by 1 
Minnesota's electorate. Essentially, the Purple Heart 
by John Townsend / Photos by Sophia Hanzes medalist stood up to his own party's push to put the 

right to discriminate up to popular vote. 

This act of moral courage made the 30 year-old not 

a pariah, but a YouTube sensation across the nation. 

'Though he's still proud to be a Republican, Kriesel 

stands on principle first and the belief in every Ameri- 

can's right to the pursuit of happiness. He also wrote | 

his autobiographical Still Standing with Jim Kosmo, | 

and works as a private marketing and advertising con- 

tractor to the Minnesota National Guard, and as a con- 

tributor KFAN-AM 1130 radio. 

I was privileged to speak with the Representative 
and Lavender’s Person of the Year 2011 at his office 
in St. Paul. — wt 
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2011 PERSON OF THE YEAR: REP. JOHN KRIESEL 


JT: What compelled you to come out 
against the Minnesota amendment to 
ban same sex marriage? 

JK: It's just something I feel strongly about. 
It's something I didn't think a whole lot about 
until Iran for office. And towards the end, when 
we were nearing election day, I think it was an 
editorial board with the Star Tribune that had 
brought up some social issues. And you get 
asked about abortion alot. You get asked about 
certain things alot. And same sex marriage 
wasn't something that came up too much. But 
that, I believe, was the time it did come up and I 
came home and talked to my wife. 

It's not something I prepared for. I spoke 
from my heart and said I love my wife so 
much and I just don't understand why any- 
body would want to take that away from 
somebody else. 

Itry to put myself in other people's shoes. 
When I got elected, the way I thought, the 
way Ilooked at things changed. Not to men- 
tion, when I got hurt in Iraq, everything 
changed. I realized that now I just wasn't 
making decisions that affected my wife and 
my two sons. I had to (now) make decisions 
that reflect not only the best interests of the 
(approximately) 40,000 people in my district, 


but the greater good of the state. 

At that time I didn't know anybody that 
was gay. I didn't have any gay friends. I've 
gained some now. But you have to put your- 
self in their situation. I would be so -not an- 
gry- as much, but just hurt, devastated, if the 
government said, you can be with your wife, 
but you can't marry her. You can't share that. 
I just don't get it. 

And when I said, I wonder what that 
would be like, that's when I said: there is no 
way. We can't let this happen. And I think I 
was naive enough to think it wasn't going to 
come up during session. And was hopeful it 
wasn't going to come up during session. But 
once I was convinced that it was, I wanted to 
make it known right from the start where I 
stood. There wasn't going to be any goofin’ 
around. And I said here's where I'm at and 
I’m not moving. Here's why I'm where I'm at. 


JT: Have you gotten flack from friends, 
colleagues, family, anybody else? 

JK: Not colleagues. And I think that was 
prevented by coming out against it so early 
and saying this is where I'm at. I had one per- 
son come up to me on the floor and say ‘really 
would like you with us.' And it wasn't leader- 


ship or anything. It was one colleague who 
said we'd really love your support. And I said, 
you know where I'm at. Go sit down. And 
that's that. That's the only time. The Speaker 
knew where I was at, respected it, and that's 
the thing. We can have a respectful debate 
about it. There are people that don't agree 
with it. They want the amendment to pass. 
They want it to pass ultimately. And I disagree 
with them but I respect their position. 

This issue I have is when there are people 
that don't believe in this. They wanted to vote 
no but they were too scared and that's tough 
for me. Coming from a military background, 
surrounded by people who do what's right 
and what they believe in, no matter what cost. 
Up to, and including their life. And then you 
come to a situation where certain people are 
concerned about re-election or getting en- 
dorsed or whatever reasons there are and it 
influences the way they vote. And I don't wan- 
na make this sound like that's alot of people. 
It's not. At all. So I guess as frustrating as that 
was, I was frustrated more in the people that I 
know (who) wanted to vote no and just didn't. 
And that's the part that bothers me because 
Id like to think that I vote the way I believe 


and not based on what's best for my career. 
continues on page 61 


Passionate scenes from the Capitol--the people with whom Rep. Kriesel was standing when 
he gave his impassioned speech on May 21, 2011. Photos by Sophia Hantzes 
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Loating & Air Conditioning 


— the Twin Cities Metro Area 


(763) 781-6901 
Seca 7 


Whatever your holiday traditions, 
Classical Minnesota Public Radio 
is the perfect companion. 


View Classical MPR’s complete 
schedule of holiday specials 

or listen to the dedicated holiday- 
music stream at classicalmpr.org. 


INSTANT CASH 
BACK SALE ~~ 


LAVENDER'S 


DEC. 16TH-24TH SEI RST œ 


Save up to 


2300 J Thurs sa 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


Instant Cash Dd WHEN: 
in the form of a discount on pure chases Thursday, January 5, 2012 


jme exceptions ™ al ails. 
; see store lor 

Some exceptions may apply; > 9 

So 2 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


WHERE: 


LORING KITCHEN ВАК 


1359 Willow Street 
Minneapolis 4 


FEATURING 


p 
T Drink Specials 
vo 4 Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 
ee a Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
Since 1895 HRC Twin Cities 


Miracle Mile Shopping Center ¢ 5425 Excelsior Blvd. * St. Louis Park OutFront Minnesota 
952.929.1351 * WWW.HOIGAARDS.COM All God'e Children MEC 
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THE BOY SITS on a park bench one night, 
and he stares. He stares at homes, some with 
their lights on; others quieted for the night. 
He stares at the neighborhood playground. 
And he stares at the sky. It will rain soon. 

The boy takes a breath, stands, and moves 
reluctantly through unkempt grass toward 
the jungle gym. He climbs into the mouth of 
a tube slide and pushes himself into the mid- 
dle. He positions himself as comfortably as 
he can, and again he stares. He stares at dirty 

lastic, backlit by moonlight. And he cries. 
~“ The boy is Stephan Joseph Parker. He is 
18 years old. He is homeless. He’s been with- 
out a house to live in for six months, but he 
esn't remember when he ever felt safe call- 
| jng some place home. 

) rts to drizzle on Stephan's orange 
“The rain echoes inside. Every- 
inside. So many families sur- 


aset, 
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L APORTRAIT OF HOME 


This story is true. Sincere thanks to Stebhan Parker for his courage in sharing it. 


So many opportunities to wonder, "Why can't 
that be me?". 

Stephan closes his eyes, and he remem- 
bers... 

There are jumbo blocks and other kids. 
Cousins. Stephan wants them to stop taking 
his blocks, but they won't. He hides with his 
toys under the kitchen table. This is his first 
memory. 

There is Grandpa, the protector. Stephan's 
mother and stepfather are mentally ill; his 
grandmother and grandfather raise Stephan 
until he is 7 years old, when Grandpa dies, 
and things begin to change. 

Stephan lives in Murfreesboro, Tennes- 
see, then. His family consists of his Granny, 
mom and step dad, aunt and uncle, and a few 
cousins. He gets along best with his Granny, 
though she sometimes calls Stephan "fat" 


and "like his mother." Stephan doesn't blame. 


his grandmother for her insensitivity; 


Unable to care for Stephan alone after 
his grandfather’s death, Granny sends him 
to live with his mom and step-dad when he 
is 8 years old. The abuse begins almost im- 
mediately. 

The family lives in an old trailer on an 
otherwise barren lot. Food stamps and child 
welfare provide food and shelter, but electric- 
ity and running water are unattainable luxu- 
ries. Stephan's stepfather digs a hole in the 


„backyard to collect rainwater that the family 


uses to bathe with (the family affectionately 


calls this resource “The Puddle”). Stephan's ` 


step-dad hits him when he uses more than 
his fair share of water, but Stephan doesn't 
blame his stepfather for his temper-"My dad 
didn't know any better,” he says. Drought 

seasons are particularly difficult. 
The trailer is unlivable. Stephan's mother 
oards. The ho ise is full of garbage, infested 
1 inse 1 rats, and thi with a pu- 
[е F ота ws acc С 
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with four girls: one biological child, and three... . e اچ‎ 
foster children. The foster mom is strict. She а < 


forbids the use of internet, phone, and pro» Cae 
£ 


however disgusted with Stephan's living en- 
vironment, tell him that they can do noth- 
ing because two criteria are met, even here: 


Stephan's mother hoards animals-dogs, cats, 
mice. Mom cooks for herself and Stephan's 
step-dad; Stephan and the animals are left 


with the scraps. He sleeps hungry every Stephan is fed. Stephan has shelter. He tells hibits Stephan from visiting or calling his" xi # ton 
night. no one of the sexual abuse. grandmother. e БА 

Eventualy the trailer is condemned, Then, salvation. One day, Stephan's moth- He builds a friendship with one of his fos- Ce 04 
and the family moves out. They find an- er hits him hard enough to leave a mark, and ter sisters, and the pair decide to sneak out to CONDES 


А 


other home elsewhere in Murfreesboro, 
but Mom's hoarding continues, as does the 
abuse... 

Stephan's mother hits him frequently. 
She hits him with her fists, remote controls, 
spatulas, and once, with a skillet (the inci- 
dent permanently dents Stephan's skull). 
She comes at Stephan with such ferocity and 
hatred that Stephan knows she mustn't love 
him. He goes to the police several times to 
report the abuse, but he's told that without 
any physical evidence, they can do nothing 
but send investigators from child welfare 
services. 

Stephan's mother abuses him sexually at 
night. She sneaks into Stephan's room as he 
sleeps and molests him. When he wakes, she 
tells him to stay quiet. He doesn't understand 
why she's doing this or what it means. He 
feels that this is wrong, but this is the only 
time Stephan feels affection from his mother. 
So he endures. 

"Stephan holds out hope for the investiga- 
tors. They will save him- he knows it. Once 

- they see the filth that he lives in, they'll whisk 
, him away. But еу | n't. The investigators, 


UR 4 


Stephan wastes no time in running to the po- 
lice. He shows them what his mother's done , 
and he's withdrawn from his parents and put 
into the foster care system. 

Stephan believes this means he's been 
rescued. That everything will be better. 
Foster care. Stephan likes the sound of it. It 
sounds like hope, though it turns out to be 
anything but... 

After enduring his mother’s abuse and 
stepfather's indifference for 5 years, Stephan 
enters foster care when he's 13 years old. 
Stephan moves into a nice home; it's clean 

and warm. He lives 


break free from the suffocation of the house. Y 


One night after climbing out through 
their bedroom window, Stephan and his : 
foster sister are approached by a car full of 
men in their 20s. They invite Stephan and 
his sister to a party. The pair accept, and pile 
into the car. Stephan's foster sister performs 
oral sex on one of the men, and after Stephan 
resists the same, another man rapes him at 
the party. The men drop the kids off at home 
afterward. Stephan's foster mom scolds him 
for being a liar when he tells about being 
raped. Stephan is placed into a second foster 
care home. 

Stephan will rotate through 6 different 

homes over the next 4 


CM , T ` 
x 
2 


É 
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SPECIAL FOCUS: YOUTH HOMELESSNESS 


years. He'll have 10 different social workers, 
and he'll go to 9 different high schools. 

His last foster care home has the most 
promise: an elderly couple Stephan met after 
a peer at school convinced Stephan to attend 
church. The couple provides Stephan with 
peaceful nights and a full stomach. Things 
go wonderfully until the couple discovers 
Stephan is gay. 

After he posts a blog on MySpace about 
being gay, peers at the Baptist high school 
he attends confront and bully Stephan on- 
line. He tells his bullies to “fuck off" and 
they respond by telling the school principal. 
Stephan's principal phones his new foster 
family to tell them Stephan is gay, and that, 
in order to stay enrolled in school, Stephan 
will need to stand before the entire congre- 
gation of the Baptist church and apologize 
for his sins. His foster family agrees with his 
principal, and threatens to kick Stephen out 
if he doesn't comply. 

Stephan responds to his foster parents: 
"Fuck off." 

It isn't lost on Stephan that no one wants 
him. At least that's how it feels. If his own 
family can't love him, if he can find no friends 
who love him, if his social workers, foster 
homes-anyone-can't love him... Why should 
he? 

So Stephan decides to give everyone what 
he thinks they want. 

Stephan decides to end his life. At 13, 
Stephan attempts to overdose on hand- 
fuls of over-the-counter headache medicine 
and sleep aids. The massive intake knocks 
Stephan out, but he's up soon, dry heaving 
for hours. 

At 14, Stephan cleans a woman's house 
for extra money. She's a cop. During one 
visit, she leaves her gun belt on her bedroom 
dresser. Stephan doesn't hesitate. He pulls 
the gun out of its holster, puts it to his head, 
and pulls the trigger. Nothing. 

Stephan attempts suicide 11 more times 
over the next 6 years. 

There is a bright spot in these years. Her 
name is Heather. Stephan meets her in 7th 
grade, when he still lives with his mom and 
step-dad. Heather is Stephan's friend-the girl 

who cried with Stephan when his mother told 
` him to die. She means everything to him, be- 
cause she's all he has. She is beautiful and 
kind. Her life is what one might call normal, 
but what Stephan calls... extraordinary. 

Her mother and father care for her. She 
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gets Christmas presents 
and birthday parties. 
She has a warm bed, 
hot water, and food to 
eat. She watches movies 
and plays with toys. Her 
clothes are new and her 
body is clean. Heather's 
family welcomes Stephan 
over for dinner and 
sleepovers. Stephan fanta- 
sizes on these nights that 
this is his life, too. That he 
and Heather are family, and 
that her parents are his. 

The boy opens his eyes. 
The sun is rising. Families 
will start pouring into the 
playground soon. Stephan 
lets himself out of his tube 
slide, stretches, and starts 
his day. He thinks about 
Heather. About how wonder- s 
ful she is. жа. 

As usual, Stephan will visit 
his grandmother today. She's 
as crude as ever, but Stephan 
loves her. He'll have to face his hateful 
aunt who refused to take Stephan in. She's 
always visiting Granny. But it'll give Stephan 
some time to wash up, then poke around 
town for food, and maybe look for a new tube 
slide to sleep in tonight. 

Like any other day, Stephan will wonder 
if this will be the rest of his life. He'll see the 
images he can't remove from his mind. And, 
like any other day, Stephan will cry. 

But today won't be like any other day. To- 
day, Stephan's grandmother will tell him that 
she loves him. And at 18 years old, this will 
be the first time in his life Stephan can ever 
remember hearing “I love you." 

Stephan Parker is now 23 years old. After 
6 months of living on the street in Murfrees- 
boro and years of emotional and physical 
abuse, Stephan lives now the life we might 
call extraordinary. 

Stephan moved back and forth from Mur- 
freesboro to Onamina, MN, for a year after 
being homeless. He found in Onamina an 
adult learning center that helped him fin- 
ish his high school diploma; he met here 
a school counselor who informed Stephan 
about a program in Brainerd, MN, called Lu- 
theran Social Services (LSS). 

Stephan moved to Brainerd to enroll in 


LSS; and there he met Kathy Sauve and Abby 
Goetz, Stephan's case manager. "They taught 
me everything," Stephan says. "They taught 
me to trust people. I learned to be myself, 
and to be OK with myself." 

Stephan credits LSS for turning his life 
around. He says, despite the name, the orga- 
nization has never pushed a religious agenda 
on him. It helped him find affordable hous- 
ing, and provided him an opportunity to vol- 
unteer his time to the community. 

Stephan still lives in Brainerd. He is study- 
ing to become a social worker to help kids 
like himself. He paints. He dreams of one 
day moving to the Twin Cities to be part of 
a bigger GLBT community: “I’m grateful for 
everything I have here,” he says, but “Brain- 
erd can be boring." He smiles. 


He lives with his cat, Sophie; a cat, 
Stephan proudly announces, that “hid for the 
first eight years of her life-until she came to 
me.” 

Stephan's story mimics the story of thou- 
sands of homeless youth in Minnesota and in 
the United States. His is a story of success, 
but not everyone's story ends so well. 

Author's note: Stephan Parker is a trans- 
gendered female-to-male. He was born “Gail” 
on December 11, 1987, but he’s always felt like 
Stephan, which is why he's been described as 
such in the preceding paragraphs. 

Sincere thanks to Beth Holger-Ambrose, 
Homeless Youth Services Coordinator for the 
State of Minnesota; Lan Freitag with United 
Way Arise Project; and Stephan Parker. 
Photography by Mike Hnida. 


“Tf his own family can’t love him, if he can 
find no friends who love him, if his social 

workers, foster homes—anyone—can’t love 
him... Why should he?” 


HOPE 
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POLITICS | John Townsend 


Local Motion and Inertia Regarding the Crusade 
against Uganda's Gays & Lesbians 


Part 2 in Lavender's Uganda series 


WINGSPAN MINISTRY of St. Paul-Refor- 
mation Church has endeavored to make the 
public aware of the mass hysteria fomented 
against gays and lesbians in Uganda in recent 
years. (See Lavender article An Overview, 
Issue 430.) Their Global Bridging Initiative 
hosted Bishop Christopher Senyonjo and his 
wife Mary, two years ago. For being an ally 
of gays and lesbians in a nation where the 
"Kill the Gays" bill almost passed this year, 
the Bishop, sometimes referred to as the 
"Bishop Tutu of Uganda," has had his pen- 
sion taken away by his church and has been 
routinely ignored for events he would nor- 
mally have been a part of. Worse yet, his own 
children have had to change their surnames 
and to forego interaction with him for fear of 
violence against them. Though the death pen- 
alty aspect of Uganda's antihomosexuality bill 
(aka “Kill The Gays" bill) was defeated this 
year, its other ruthlessly draconian aspects 
could still be voted on and implemented. 

Wingspan's Uganda Team Chair Leo 
Treadway points out, “When a person is iden- 
tified, or suspected, of being homosexual they 
are dismissed from their family and their clan 
— if not attacked or murdered. There is not 
even a hint of a social service safety net to as- 
sist such individuals - certainly not what has 
developed for GLBT people in the US. Bishop 
Christopher is attempting to correct the situ- 
ation, and among the various programs he 
is attempting to implement, it was the 'Safe 
House Project' which most caught the eye of 
Wingspan Ministry of St. Paul-Reformation 
Lutheran Church. This program became the 
focal point of our fundraising." 

When Ugandan gay rights activist David 
Kato was brutally murdered this year, in 
the wake of homophobic hysteria sweep- 
ing Uganda, President Obama, Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, and the Minneapolis 
City Council all formally condemned it, mak- 
ing the point that antigay persecution is not 
to be tolerated. As did Congresswoman (4th 
Dist.) Betty McCollum. 

In response to the Ugandan Parliament 


considering legislation that would criminal- 
ize homosexuality and legalize execution 
a possible punishment for this crime, Mc- 
Collum stated this: "The legally sanctioned 
persecution of a minority group is unaccept- 
able, and this hateful measure is no excep- 
tion. On January 21, 2011, I joined dozens of 
my House colleagues in sending a letter urg- 
ing President Obama to use his diplomatic 
weight to oppose this legislation and to call 
for the decriminalization of homosexuality 
worldwide. In the last Congress, I co-spon- 
sored H. Res 1064, which expressed Con- 
gress' unequivocal opposition to the Ugan- 
dan legislation. This resolution was referred 
to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
but unfortunately was not considered before 
the end of the session." 

Democrat McCollum continues, "Be 
assured that I will closely monitor the situ- 
ation. As a longstanding supporter of the 
LGBT community, I will continue working 
with my colleagues in Congress to champion 
human rights both at home and abroad." 

A spokesperson for Democratic Con- 
gressman (5th Dist) Keith Ellison's office 
said “Congressman Ellison firmly opposes 
all persecution and discrimination, and that 
includes the persecution of and discrimina- 
tion against GLBT people." 

Isubmitted the following questions to the 
Communications Directors of metro area Re- 
publican Congressmembers Michele Bach- 
mann (6th Dist.), John Kline (2nd Dist.), and 
Eric Paulsen (3rd Dist.): 


1. Is the Representative’s office track- 
ing the widespread abuse of lesbians and 
gays in Uganda? 

2. Does the Representative have any 
thoughts or opinions about the tax-ex- 
empt American religious institutions that 
have been fueling this abuse? 

3. Does the Representative suppport 
the practice in Uganda of so-called ‘cor- 
rective' rape to supposedly 'cure' lesbian- 
ism? 


4. Republicans and some conserva- 
tive Democrats want strings attached to 
foreign aid so that no abortions can be 
performed. So why shouldn't there then 
be strings attached to foreign aid when 
women and girls are systematically raped 
to serve the barbaric superstition that 
that will stop them from being lesbians? 

5. It appears that American evan- 
gelicals and Ugandan politicians have re- 
ceived US tax dollars, some of which came 
from PEPFAR (Presidents Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief), in the first George 
W. Bush administration. There has been 
little transparency about this steady 
stream of US tax dollars to Uganda and 
how they have been spent. Yet the Repre- 
sentative and her/his fellow Republican 
Congress members, while continuously 
railing against deficit spending in recent 
years, have not given the American pub- 
lic a full report on the billions it has spent 
on expensive foreign endeavors, including 
the billions spent in Uganda. 


I got no responses for any of these ques- 
tions or comment. 

One irony in reading these various con- 
gressional responses and non-responses is 
that Ellison, who is a Muslim, is quite clear 
about his opposition to persecution of gays 
and lesbians. All of the others are Christian, 
the religion of Jesus’s love and forgiveness, 
and of those four, only McCollum makes it 
absolutely clear she is fully against persecu- 
tion of gays and lesbians. And to her great 
credit, she is quite adamant. 

For those who choose to look, there is 
a abundant evidence of horrendous homo- 
phobic violence and sexism in the Muslim 
Middle-East and Africa. Therefore, Ellison 
takes a profound risk in the liberal stands 
he takes for women and GLBT people. Yet 
neocon and evangelical media sources of- 
ten promote the idea that Islam is backward 
because, unlike Christianity, it never un- 
derwent a reformation. Yet, what we see in 
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Uganda is something that compares to pre- 
Reformation Christianity such as the Inquisi- 
tion. It is also just as bad or worse than the 
post-Reformation Christian group, the Ku 
Klux Klan or witch burnings in colonial Pu- 
ritan New England. One wonders, as white 
American evangelicals have exported their 
Culture Wars to Africa, have they essentially 
set Christianity back half a millennia with 
a bit of Salem and the post-Civil War south 
thrown in for good measure? Therefore, 
should Christians still be pointing fingers at 
Muslims for not ever having had what they 
call a reformation? 

In light of Bachmann's personal pastor 
joining her presidential campaign as an advi- 
sor I asked her office the following: To what 
degree has the Congresswoman's relation- 
ship with Pastor Mac Hammond, who hosts 
ministry in Uganda, played into her congres- 
sional view of the Uganda situation? 

I got no answer. 

I contacted Bachmann's husband, Mar- 
cus's office at Bachmann & Associates 
Christian Counseling with locations in Lake 
Elmo and Burnsville. Bachmann holds the 
controversial view that gay people can turn 
straight. I asked the following: 

Your wife has been criticized for having 
benefitted from hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in federal farm subsidies while fer- 
vently espousing massive government bud- 
get cuts other than military. This raises ethi- 
cal questions for you: 


1. Have you accepted federal funds for 
your 'reparative' approaches that claim 
gay males can become straight males? 

2. Have boys and youths under age 18 
been a part of this sort of treatment? What 
about the age range of females who may 
be under such ‘reparation’? 

3.Have you offered your ‘reparative’ 
services for any Uganda mission trips, and 
if so, did you receive any PEPFAR or other 
US federal funds for that? 

4. Do you support the practice of cor- 
rective ‘rape’ used by some Ugandan 
evangelical Christians to turn lesbians or 
women or girls suspected of being lesbi- 
ans into heterosexual women? 


Of course, I asked Mac Hammond of 
the tax-exempt Living Word Ministry, what 
his view on all this has been, but he never 
replied after three requests. Hammond is 
famous for his ‘prosperity gospel’ and his 
conflicts with the IRS. I asked what follows: 

Your ministry hosts missionary trips to 


Uganda. It most recently charged guests 
$2,900 for a 10-12 day mission trip to Uganda 
in November 2011. Can you give me a break- 
down of how that money is spent? And how 
much money you have taken in over the 
years for such Uganda trips? And have you 
accepted PEPFAR funds? 

Trip leader for Living Word’s Missions 
Outreach to Uganda is Pastor Kent Otey. I 
asked him the following: 


1.Where have you and your outreach 
stood regarding the mass hysteria that 
has swept over gay and lesbian Ugandans 
in recent years? 

2. Were you supportive of recent Ugan- 
dan legislative efforts that called for the 
death penalty against gays and lesbians? 

3. What have you told the people you 
took on your November 2011 missions 
trip to Uganda about the government’s 
crusade against gays and lesbians there 
and American evangelicals’ complicity 
with that? 

4, Have you received any funding from 
PEPFAR? 


I got no answers. 

The Uganda mission where Otey takes 
his travelers is called Prepare the Way, 
which also has roots in Lee’s Summit, MO. I 
asked that mission’s leaders, Pastor Bill and 
Linda Campbell the following: 


1. Did you support the death penalty 
for gays and lesbians bill or did you speak 
out against it? 

2. Have you accepted PEPFAR funds? 

3. How does your ministry approach 
Ugandan gays, lesbians, and their right to 
pursue happiness? Or do you not support 
their right to happiness? 


I got no response from the Campbells. 

Minnesota Atheists President August 
Berkshire states, “The Abrahamic religions 
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam rely on the 
belief of an unseen, unprovable god. Among 
people who are insecure in their faith, an 
Emperor’s New Clothes mentality can set in, 
where they feel the need to increase the size 
of the crowd agreeing with them that their 
invisible being actually exists. Unfortunately, 
certain interpretations of these religions can 
lead to discrimination and violence towards 
people of differing religions and atheists, 
women, children, and the GLBT community. 
It does only marginal good to encourage 
milder versions of these religions because vi- 


olence is inherent in the Bible and the Koran; 
and because it is the elevation of faith above 
reason, and god-belief over humanism, that is 
at the heart of the problem.” 

Berkshire concludes, “We see the dan- 
gers of this primitive mythology in America 
in the bullying of GLBT people and in our 
denial of equal civil marriage rights to gays 
and lesbians. This agenda has been carried 
by American Christian fundamentalists to 
Africa, where it has been joined with Islam, 
and is expressed even more harshly, in the 
forms of beatings, and the threat of passage 
of laws in Uganda that would imprison and 
execute gays and lesbians. Religions repre- 
sent another form of tribalism, which serves 
to divide people. Without religion and its my- 
thology, humans would have one less thing 
to fight about and persecute people with.” 

Theologian David Weiss (author To the 
Tune of a Welcoming God) reflects, “The 
faith that Jesus preached-and practiced- 
declared the universal dignity of human 
beings, not as some humanistic philosophy 
but as his conviction about the abundant 
goodness of the God in whose image we 
live. Jesus imagined a world-he referred to 
it as ‘the reign of God’-where mutuality and 
unconditional kinship mattered more than 
wealth or status. His parables, teaching, 
healings, and table fellowship went so far as 
to actively subvert the status quo of power, 
privilege, and their accompanying prejudice. 
It was the defining feature of his ministry 
and he was eventually killed because of it.” 

Weiss continues, “But by the time that 
European nations were sending out mis- 
sionaries the faith of Jesus had become the 
faith about Jesus. It was about getting to the 
next life rather than living with compassion 
in this life. And while getting to that next life 
was linked to making a profession of faith in 
Jesus, beneath that thin doctrinal veneer was 
a whole system of obedience that now aimed 
to undergird European notions of patriarchy, 
power, privilege, and morality.” 

Weiss adds, “The faith the missionaries 
carried with them, with very rare excep- 
tions, was entirely entangled in the Euro- 
pean economic, political, and cultural project 
of domination. It imposed a dualistic world 
view, which required-almost as the very 
price of cultural ethnic survival-that colo- 
nized peoples learn to mimic the anti-body 
morality of their oppressors. Ultimately they 
mimicked it so well and so long that they in- 
ternalized it, with a fury. And today that fury 
is unleashed against the LGBT community 
in Uganda." O 
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FOC MAP" PROFILES 


FOC MAP™ is your fully indexed, fully 
searchable FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY 
MAP™. 


Need a haircut, but can't find a salon or 
barber? Or maybe you just need to find 
your way from here to there. FOC MAP™ 
is the tool to get you there. 


x| 
Pat Gleason 


RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE GROUP 


Pat Gleason, 

Residential Mortgage Group 

Your homebuying goals deserve my attention. Put 
them into action today! 

11100 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 570 

Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 847-9834 


ANEW 
AESTHETIC 
MEDICAL CENTER. J 


Anew Aesthetic Medical Center 

Hair replacement, body contouring, and skin 
rejuvenation. 

Specializing in use of modern medical technology to 
maximize results. 

120 S. 6th St., 

One Financial Plaza, Ste. 175 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 208-0741 


ti 
Pets Remembered 
Cremation Services 


Pets Remembered 

Serving Minneapolis & St. Paul Families for Pet 
Cremation Services. Dedicated to serving you and 
your pets in a time of need. 

15 2nd Ave. SE 

New Brighton, MN 

(612) 325-8015 


Lehman's Garage 

Complete Collision, Mechanical, Glass Repair. 
Friendly & caring staff, state-of-the-art equipment, 
& expert technicians. 

6 Metro Locations 

(888) 269-888-8700 


WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 
www.focmap.com 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


The Buffer 


HOLLYWOOD PRODUCES many big- 
budget movies about superheroes. These 
generally focus on men who have been bit- 
ten by radioactive spiders; or deeply misun- 
derstood men with troubled pasts and a taste 
for vengeance; or male robots who transform 
into other robots. Well, readers, it's time for 
the film industry and it's drooling, adolescent 
minions to turn its attention to a real super- 
hero—Me! That's right! I’m the Buffer! 

My superhero skill is buffing. I know. I 
know. This sounds vaguely like the skill set 
of a low-level staffer on a porn movie. But it's 
much more exciting. 

Im called into employ my superhero 
skills by people who are preparing to have a 
dinner party populated by guests who don’t 
like each other; or I’m called to brunch with 
friends being forced to have an obligatory 
meal with their parents; or when couples 
have nothing but uncomfortable silence left 
between them, I’m summoned to draw at- 
tention from their failing relationship for the 
weekend. 

Here's what I do in a nutshell....I march 
into awkward situations and distract ev- 
eryone from the bad time they're having. I 
change the subject; I laugh loudly at mildly 


amusing anecdotes; I take an interest in peo- 
ple who are not very interesting and make 
them feel like they are the most fascinating 
people in the room. 

The secret behind my special buffer pow- 
ers is that I genuinely believe that everyone 
has an interesting story to tell. [m not faking 
it. I really want to know why your dad de- 
cided to go into the insurance industry. 

As aresult, I get a lot of invitations. I’m al- 
most never asked out for a one-on-one social 
event, i.e. a work friend won’t ask me to go 
grab lunch unless their mom is visiting the 
office. In that event, they'll collapse in a chair 
in my office, head hung in preemptive defeat 
and they'll beg—beg!!!—_me to join them 
for lunch with their judgmental beast of a 
mother. And I'll do so gladly because I love 
both lunch and mothers. The more beastly, 
the better. 

While my superpowers leave most in 
a state of grateful awe, there is one mortal 
who is less than impressed. That mortal is 
my girlfriend. 

The sad truth is that my girlfriend does 
not like people. Here is a direct quote after 
dragging her along on one too many buffer 
assignments this past weekend: “I don’t like 


people.” She’d be perfectly content if I re- 
served my buffering powers for our annual 
visits with her family. She feels that when 
too many people rely on my powers, they get 
diluted and, therefore, I do not satisfactorily 
protect her. 

“I need you to be a shiny object to distract 
them from me,” she complains. “But you’re 
too dull from overuse.” 

Im sure Lois Lane had the same com- 
plaints about Superman. He probably felt 
that family vacations were his time to re- 
charge, not battle his own evil familial forces. 

I made a promise after last weekend that 
Td pass up buffering assignments for the next 
few weeks. But then I got a call on my special 
buffer line: it’s a good friend’s mother’s 80th 
birthday. Several members of the family are 
not speaking to each other. She is counting on 
me to be at the party to help create an appear- 
ance that everyone is getting along. 

Of course, I accept the assignment. But 
then I glance sheepishly at my girlfriend for 
permission. “Just remember that we're go- 
ing to see my family in a month. You better 
keep a big reserve of buffering for that trip. 
If not, don't expect to be buffed by me any- 
time soon." O 
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MS. BEHAVIOR | Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

When I told my longtime lesbian friend 
Jodi that I'm bi-curious, she invited me to 
come with her to a bar. It was an eye-opening 
experience. I like attention, but women were 
all over me, asking for my number, wanting 
me to go home with them, and just acting 
like horny college guys act. 

One woman showed me the vibrator she 
carries in her purse. Another stuck out her 
tongue, showing me it's pierced and said, “It 
adds to the pleasure." I guess I expected more 
from lesbians since most straight women won't 
do one-nighters, for fear of looking like sluts. 

I went to a different bar with Jodi the fol- 
lowing week, and the same thing happened. 
Jodi said, “With all this attention, you could 
be sexually active forever!" 

Are lesbians extra horny? What makes 
lesbians think that most women want a one- 
nighter? Maybe it's not as common with 
older lesbians, but I'm 27, and it's really a sex 
thing with the younger ones. 

-CURIOUS BUT CAUTIOUS. 


Dear Curious but cautious: 

It's true that some younger women are 
more sexually assertive than the older, 
unpierced crowd. Many shy women have 
written saying they'd give anything to meet 
sexually assertive women. Perhaps a uni- 
versal movement has begun; just as certain 
spiritual leaders believe that world peace will 
evolve through simultaneous meditation, the 
advent of sexually pushy lesbians might be 
the result of thousands of unified prayers. 


Just how curious are you? Curious 
enough to go home with a woman before 
you find out exactly what you're being of 
fered? Or will you stand in the curious cor- 
ner and observe for a few years? Are you 
truly offended by the attention of lusty dykes 
or just bragging about your desirability? Per- 
haps it's hard to say “No,” to a sexy night 
with someone's special metal tongue stud. 

'Too bad you didn't include the names and 
locations of the bars you mentioned. Ms. Be- 
haviors mailbox will surely overflow with 
inquiries for directions. 

As for your original question: Yes, lesbi- 
ans are extra horny. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Ilive in the middle of the country and I 
have both straight and gay friends. I can't 
help but feel that these wonderful people 
should all know each other! Efforts at com- 
mingling the two groups, however, have 
been like making Italian salad dressing: no 
matter how much you shake it up, the oil and 
vinegar always separate. 

Sadly, I feel that I have to put most of the 
blame on my fellow gay boys. At my house- 
warming party, gay men spoke to women 
in the crowd only if they'd met them previ- 
ously. If I made an introduction they'd skip 
off after barely a minute. One of my bisexual 
women friends brought her male fiancee to 
the party. The boys just ate him up until they 
found out that he was engaged to a woman. 
As soon as they discovered this, they just 
walked away. How rude! The man wasn't 


there under false pretenses — why should it 
matter whether or not he's gay? 

I'm not trying to assign every fag a hag, 
but when one is at a party, one has an obli- 
gation to be polite to the other guests, yes? 
Must one be solely motivated by gender? My 
next big fete is scheduled very soon, and I've 
invited my usual mix of gay/straight friends. 
How can I create easier discourse between 
the two? What's a veteran hostess to do? 

-JULIE, YOUR CRUISE DIRECTOR 


Dear Julie: 

Ms. Behavior would suggest that you give 
up being a control queen and instead become 
a sisterly example of love and light. Although 
you might fantasize about hosting the per- 
fect party, where gays and straights would 
embrace and engage in witty banter instead 
of separating into two middle school - style 
cliques, you can't successfully assert your will 
over your guests' natural tastes and desires. 
Ms. Behavior agrees that it would be delight- 
ful if certain people would stop staring at the 
buttons on other peoples' jeans long enough 
to politely greet other human beings, but it ‘s 
probably an unrealistic expectation. 

A control queen like you needs to remem- 
ber to try to change only the things that can 
be changed: You can tell your guests where 
to sit, what to wear, or where to park, and, 
if you're very forceful, you might get them 
to comply with your sign over the chips and 
guacamole admonishing guests not to dou- 
ble dip. But you'll never get the boys to talk 
to the girls if they don't feel like it. O 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


TRADA POR 
EL CARTERO 
Y NO Es DEL 


POR RODRO 


"CONTRA EL ЕМУГО 
DE 50 SOBRECi|- 
TOS DE. CONDONES 
PORONGUS LATEX, 
LE ENVIAREMOS 
UN CONSO LADOR 


An old-style letter! 
Une lettre à l'ancienne! 


I'm excited! 


Delivered by the postman, and not 
i Je suis excité! 


issued by the bank. 
Déposée par le facteur, n'originant 
pas de la banque. 


“Mail in 50 condom wrappers, and you 
will win a nice dildo...” 
Faites parvenir 50 enveloppes de préservatifs 
Porongus Latex et obtenez un joli godemiché...” 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING 
& BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 


AUTOMOTIVE 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


ji silvernale 


Accounting Services 
Taxes e Payroll e Accounting 


John Silvernale 
612-280-5463 


infoGsilvernaleaccounting.com 
www-.silvernaleaccounting.com 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


WIPE @ 


Creating Healthy LGBT Community 


800-547-7433 
www. pride-institute.com 


ATTORNEYS 


Did Social Security Say 
You're Not Disabled? 
We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 
No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 
Bohn&aAssociates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


BANKRUPTCY 
Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


Cazates LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 


www.cazaleslaw.com y C. Alexander fEazales, Esq. 


You can now 
see the 


online 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. 


Get a grip on Winter, ensure 
your занах is road - ready: 


1200 Glenwood Aven : 
Minneapolis, MN . Tel: 612-377- 4900 ITR 
- (Convenient location near International Market Square) ^ — - 


..www.northwesterntire.net ` 


AUTO CARE X, 


Full Service Eco-Friendly Auto Service BB 


2217 Lyndale Ave. S. e Minneapolis, MN 55405 
Hours: Mon-Fri - 7-6 e Saturday 8-4 
(Additional locations in Anoka and Eagan) 

(612) 871-7545 
www.honestiuptown.com 


BARBERS 


Barbers 
on 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Brian: 612.309.8743 Í 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barryGlavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


NAKED YOGA FOR MEN 
' Coaching 


Tantra 


Private & Group 
612.203.4016 E 


Endgame Fitness 


Lets' create the body that you have 
always wanted! 


Zack 


Personal Trainer 

B.S. Kinesiology Exercise Science, ACSM Certified 
MINNEAPOLIS - ST. PAUL AREA 

218-259-5894 • www.endgamefitness.net \ A 


HOME SERVICES 


RESTORATION ° RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS * PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding * Storm Damage * Lot Clearing 
Hedge & Shrub Pruning 

24 yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 

Office: 612-706-8210 


Cell: 61 2-998-31 57 


S ODERLI CIN 


642.724.4080 SINCE 1914 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


MN HEATING & AIR ' 


1 8612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 
! Licensed, Bonded & Insured LICENSE #M1764#M359 
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THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


win Heating and Air 


1 it Masters in Gas, Refrigeration, and Warm Air 


FREE In-Home Estimates 
Minneapolis 612-366-1934 
St. Paul 612-366-9712 
Surrounding Areas 763-757-4678 
Servicing the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
twincityheatingandair.com 


A) 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


AN sr ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC * HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO * VIDEO * SECURITY 
LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 
952-927-7194 BA 
www.staffordhomeservice.com _ facebook.com/StaffordHomeService 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


INSURANCE 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina M. Baldwin 
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Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


ieee 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
[INSURANCE | 


07491 10/11 e 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


š, Pets Remember 


Cremation Service 
Gentle, Sensitive « One-at-a-time ы < 
(651) 633-4564 z 
petsrememberedcremation.com @® & 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


*BONDED 
INSURED 


Cxecufroe 


Domestic j 


erurces SS Ri 


Domestic Services to keep 
your home Running and 
_ Looking i Ао Best. 
> *Supervision of endors * Persis Shopping 
$ Errands * Laundry and Pressing 
* Holiday Decorating * Party Services | 
*General and Heavy Cleaning 


612-859-3311 


Contact: Gary Scharber gscharber@aol.com 


P" 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist « 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Therapy Center 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Katie Harrold, MA , LMFT 


Changing Pathways Therapy, LLC 
3137 Hennepin Ave. S. #102 
changingpathways.net 


612-203-2820 


Life Transitions/ 
Gender/Relational Issues 
Counseling for 
Individuals, Youth, 
Families & Couples 


Tom Glaser, MS 


Psychologist | Coach | Celebrant 
612-240-4289 
- www.tomglaserlp.com 


Lisa M. Chase, PhD, LICSW 


651:278:5370 


Stillwater 
Minneapolis 


Psychotherapist 


Lisa Chase Site: Psychology Today 


Health & Wellness Wawa tag 


James L. Stolz, LICSW, Certified) Wellness Coach 


METROPOLITAN 


7300 France Ave, Edina, MN 55435 


(952)288-2230 


Adolescent, Couples, and 952-922-8665 


Adult Psychotherapy 


Paul J. O'Hara, MA 


Licensed Psychologist 


6800 France Ave So. 
Suite 560 
Edina, MN 55435 
www.pauljohara.com 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., Р.А. 


Licensed Psychologist 


Mindful Intentional Living 
Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 


Lake Pointe Centre 

3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 

kate, heffelfinger&msn.com 


VISA. 


Ga Heteroflexible Therapy, Ltd. 


Individual and Couple Therapy 
LGBT Issues 

Member of WPATH 

Free 30-minute consultation 


CONNIE STUDER, M.A, LMFT 


612.275.1657 
www.heteroflexibletherapy.com 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


THE NETWORK 


2011 PERSON OF THE YEAR 


REAL ESTATE 


What-to-do today: 
Put on your snow shoes. 
Go House hunting. 


ANN LEVITON 
Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist” 


МАМЕК 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Могу oroelo вей 


{, SCOTT HAUBRICH 
] 612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep ie the city o Out t the burbs. 
612.986.8622 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


You can now 
see the 


online 


k. 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. 


(Continued from page 48) 


JT: What about your constituents’ 
reaction? 

JK: I had a couple who said they'd not 
be supporting me. But if I could go back 
and do it all over again, I would do the same 
thing. 

'The core reason I am against (the amend- 
ment) is we shouldn't be discriminating 
against a group of people. We should be way 
past that right now. But looking at it from 
another standpoint, doesn't the government 
have better things to do right now? I mean 
this is already in statute. There are people 
concerned that it will be challenged in court 
and that's what it is. People are saying let the 
people have their say. That's what the bill's 
author said on the House floor. That's his 
compelling argument. Not once did he give a 
compelling reason wy it should be on the bal- 
lot beside ‘let the people have their say’. It's 
just not true. Because, guess what -no matter 
if they say yes or no- it's still gonna say that 
marriage is between a man and a woman. 
That's the way it is right now. It doesn't mean 
it can't be changed down the road. So I think 
to market it that way is misleading. I'm a Re- 
publican because I think it's the best vehicle 
for my view. Not because I blindly follow the 
party platform or I agree with everything 
they say. And I hope that's the reason Demo- 
crats are Democrats. 

But I think when we get into that just 
because it's in the party platform, that's the 
way we need to think -there's some people 
like that- then we have some problems. But 
I just think it's the contradiction of what Re- 
publicans preach and stand for. How many 
times a session did we hear ‘we need less 
government! We need government to stay 
out of our lives, out of our pockets, out of 
this, out of that.' But there's this one thing 
that it's okay if government reaches into. 

I get tired of the whole 'protecting mar- 
riage' thing. I am actually pretty confident 
that my marriage is just fine. So if Bob and 
Bill are a married couple and they move 
next door, they're not going to affect my 
marriage. And if Jane and Sue are right 
next door on the other side, they're not go- 
ing to affect my marriage. That's the beauty 
of America. Whatever makes you happy, as 
long as it's not physically harming other 
people, have at it. 


JT: The Republican Party histori- 
cally has had some great Presidents 
who defended individual freedom 
and human dignity: Abraham Lincoln, 
Teddy Roosevelt, Dwight Eisenhower. 
You are of a younger generation that 
doesn't have as much of a problem 
with gay people as older generations. 

JK: I think that's part of it. (But) like I 
said on the floor, if this had come up a few 
years ago and I was in office -and I wasn't, 
but just guessing- I don't know how I would 
have voted. I probably would have voted 
yes. But I guess it's hard to say because 
I didn't think about it like I think about it 
now. So I would never know. 

But times are just different and I've 
never had an issue with it. So it's up to you, 
what you wanna do. I think that's how other 
people should look at it. Does it really hurt 
you? No. Well then, let it be. 


JT: Any advice for GLBT friends, 
families, allies, etc. about how we can 
go about convincing people in an effec- 
tive and dignified way? Not flying off 
the handle? I've already told some folks 
to watch their temper. Be rational and 
cool. 

JK: What you've just said is probably the 
best advice anybody could give. Just stay 
calm and be respectful. It's easy to be upset 
at the people that brought this forward. I 
was very upset at the people who brought 
this forward when it was on the floor. And 
that was tough for me. There's times I get 
angry about things and this doesn't person- 
ally affect me. So I couldn't imagine being 
in a situation where this would affect my 
family. And so it's hard for me to give ad- 
vice to say, listen, here's what I would do if 
I were in your spot' because I'm not. 

But I would just say stay respectful, 
which is going to be the hardest thing to do 
because if someone was ripping on my fam- 
ily, Га wanna tell ‘em what I thought. But 
be calm and respectful. Kill ‘em with kind- 
ness. That’s what works best in Minnesota. 
Kill ‘em with kindness and showing that 
you know that we're all the same, despite 
sexual preference. That's something that's 
private, so that should never be an issue. 
Besides that, we're all the same. O 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease of 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.sto E MIN com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AlDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

K 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
ally! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
“Let us entertain you!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL? 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

КА all things pend ars i 
appening in the Twin Cities! 

SN. 1s St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 
www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4 
www.ywcampls.org 


со 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health service to meet your 
needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 
[өэ] 221-2547 

Нр:/ /www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the arf of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 991-8729 
www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State and Pantages 
Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 673-0404 
www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 

panoramie views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 

www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
nel 


hborhood. 
298) Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience” - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.О. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multi-racial company, 
romotes cultural pluralism and 

individual equality through artistic 

excellence. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 
Is the 2nd larges? pan-Asian 
performing arts organization in the 
.S., and ïs home to Theater Mu, an 
Asian American theater company, 
and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 
drumming group. 
355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 
St.Paul, MN 55102 
[651 789-1012 
Нр:/ /www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and ечисайопаГ 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 
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Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Univērsity of Minnesota 
Theatre Arts and Dance 
Educating artists and audiences 
through a diverse mix o 
performances on both land and 
water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 


www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes (чо. action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, 
www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822.0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Churc 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 


celebrate and share the love of Christ. 


333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
majestic space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 224-4728 
www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 


YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - 

Disciples of Christ 
Movement for Wholeness In A 

Fragmented World. 

2201 First Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin’s Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and More. 


PA Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 
A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

ummit Ave 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 
Mayflower Community 
Congre-gational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 


06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

1-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
inneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 

www.mayflowermpls.org 

New Harmony Church 

A new spiritual community at 

historic Wesley. Offering hope and 

encouragement to all people. An 

embracing congregation. Greg 

Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Office: (612) 871-3585 

Pastor: (612) 886-2863 

Plymouth Congregational 

Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 

Progressive Christianity, Traditional 

Setting & Service, Social Action, The 

Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 

congregation welcoming "you" on 

God's journey of love and justice. 

900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 

www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and affirming. A 

fust eace' church, founded т 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 

The Kenwood Retirement 
Communi 

Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living 
and Short Term apartment rentals. 
825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 


and equality. 
1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 


St.Paul, 
(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better for our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 

www.Issmn.org/ 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town of 
afron, MN. | ee 
nique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 3 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
[651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

(808) 52-RELAX (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 
648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, 


(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Liyings “Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


7005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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WANDA WISDOM'S CHRISTMAS FUN PAGE Wanda Wisdom ED 


Take a break from the holiday hustle & bustle-and enjoy the A ` 1 
Yuletide cheer with some fun and games from your favorite Р ` . ” 


podcasting drag queen elf! ' ? ° 
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Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the noun 
Not a creature was verb ending in ing’ s not even a mouse. 
The plural noun were hung by the chimney with care, 
In hopes that name of famous person _soon would be there. 
The children were nestled all snug in their plural noun T 
While visions of plural noun danced in their heads. 
And name of female friend in her *kerchief, and I in my article of clothing > 
Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s | noun 


When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, 


I verb, past tense from the bed to see what was the matter. 
Away to the window I flew like a noun à 

verb, past tense the shutters and threw up the sash. 
The noun _ on the breast of the new-fallen snow 


Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below. 
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, 


But a miniature sleigh, and eight animals, plural 


With a little old driver, so lively and quick, 
I knew in a moment it must be name of famous person 


More rapid than eagles his coursers they came, 


And he verb, past tense , and shouted, and called them by name! 
"Now name of a pet ! now, Dancer! now, _ name of a band and Vixen! 
On, Comet! Оп, name of celebrity _ on, on Donner and Blitzen! 

'To the top of the noun ! to the top of the wall! 

Now verb away! verb away! Dash away all!" 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION 


get lazed. Laser Hair Removal in 
Uptown. Upfront pricing. Book online. 
Evening & weekends available. Non- 
metered parking. www.GetLazedMN. 
com. (612) 627-9999. hairy(dgetlazedmn. 
com. 2920 Bryant Ave South. 


HOME FURNISHINGS 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional 
Market * Next sale: VINTAGE 
RESTYLED! JANUARY 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
FRI - SUN 10am-ópm. * 4304 Chicago 
Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


MEDIATION 


Patrick R. Burns, Atty, Mediator, 
Arbitrator: Private dispute resolution. 
Achieve legally enforceable results and 
peace through mediation or arbitration. 
Tel: (612] 875-1022, www.resolve.pro. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


Specialists in Women's Issues 
for almost 20 years. Self esteem, 
uncoupling, communication issues, 
depression, grief/loss, family/ job 
stress, codependency, coming out, 
and more. Insurance/ sliding fee scale. 
SUZANNE KRAMER: (612) 275-2653, 
www.thegatecounseling.com. 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW Psychodynamic 
and Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ 
years. Individual and Family. Specializing 
in: anxiety, depression, relationships, 
self esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultural diversity. English/Spanish. 
Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


ONE BEDROOM UPTOWN APARTMENT. 
Walk-in closet, balcony, washer/dryer, 
stainless kitchen, fitness center, outdoor 
pool. Luxury building close to everything. 
January 1st. $1395. 800-787-4815. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots 
of TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 
days. Holidays included. Gene: (612) 
749-7726. Thanks! 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour 
Massage $60.00. Shower Available. (612) 
219-6743. 7 days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. 
Therapist: 5'10, 167#, 32 waist. 


BORING...BORING...BORING !!! Sick of 
boring, mediocre sessions? This time... 
get unbelievably pampered and have 
lots of fun with a hot, talented masseur! 
These sessions are very unique, 
extremely erotic, totally uninhibited, 
and smokin' hot!!! Call for details (no 
pressure to hire] - you're gonna love 
this! Kevin, (612) 229-0001. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC 
in South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


A MAN'S TOUCH MASSAGE - 
Complete & discreet full body massage. 
Masculine responsive masseur with 
great personality. Seven days a week 
10a-10p. Call Jeffrey at (612) 581-8171. 
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OUR VOICES 


AVENUES FOR 

HOMELESS YOUTH 

What: 

Provides emergency shelter and 
supportive services for home- 
less youth. Avenues also houses 
the GLBT Host Home Project, 
an initiative to place homeless 
LGBT youth with welcoming 
families in the Twin Cities. 
Contact: 
www.avenuesforyouth.org 

(612) 522-1690 

1708 Oak Park Ave N Minneapo- 
lis, MN 55411 


THE BRIDGE FOR YOUTH 
What: 
A shelter for homeless youth 


STATISTICS 

- 1 out of 4 youth are kicked out or dis- 
owned by their biological families or care- 
givers when they come out as gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgender. 

- Between 20-40% of the homeless 
youth population self-identify as gay, lesbi- 
an, bisexual or transgender vs. 3-596 of the 
general youth population in Minnesota. 

- There are 2,500 unaccompanied 
homeless youth each night in Minnesota. 
This number represents a 49% increase 
in the number of homeless youth in Min- 
nesota since 2006. Homeless youth are 
the largest growing sub-population of the 
homeless. 

- 64% of homeless youth have had 
prior placement/involvement with the 
child welfare system. Nearly half (45%) of 
homeless youth self-report that they have 
been physically or sexually abused. 


A CALL TO ACTION 


They need your help. If you are interested in being part of the solution, 
please contact one of the charitable organizations below. 


and runaways in the Twin Cit- 
ies. Also assists youth with sup- 
portive services and transitional 
living. The Bridge serves over a 
thousand youth each year (ages 
10-20). 

Contact: 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 

(612) 377-8800 

1111 West 22nd Street Minne- 
apolis, MN 55405 


HOPE STREET 

HOMELESS SHELTER 
What: 

Shelter serving homeless youth 
with short-term emergency 
shelter and intensive case man- 
agement services for youth 


aged 16-20. Staff assess the abil- 
ity for reconciliation with family 
or placement with friends. 
Contact: 
www.cctwincities.org/hope_ 
street_shelter.aspx 

(612) 204-8211 

1121 46th Street E Minneapolis, 
MN 55407 


THE LINK 

What: 

Provides education, supportive 
housing, and social services to 
at-risk youth in the Twin Cities. 
Includes targeted programs for 
truancy, homelessness, and in- 
volvement in the juvenile legal 
system. 


Contact: 
www.thelinkmn.org 
(612) 871-0748 


UNITED WAY 

ARISE PROJECT 

What: 

United Way’s first GLBT-fo- 
cused program. Supports рго- 
grams for homeless youth. 
Contact: 
www.unitedwaytwincities.org/ 
giving communities/arise proj- 
ect/ П 
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Follow the yellow brick road. 


NN 


FiatMinneapolis.com 
FIAT of Bloomington - 952-367-4300 
FIAT of Brookdale - 763-222-2600 


$INCE 1851 


ACAÍ 
Damage-Minimizing 
Cleanser 


іс Antioxidant Açaí Berry to Help D 
в Protect Against Environmental Stresser 


Since te з Й 
ACAÍ Kells 
Damage-Correcting Tince rosi 
Moisturizer “Аў 
wil Organic Antioxidant Açaí Berry to Hiş ACAI E 
15) Correct Skin Tone and Texture D Damage-Repairing 


Serum 
with Organic Antioxidant Açaí Berry b 
Help Repair Skin Tone, Texture and. 


5.0 П. oz. - 150 ml Tove tural Origin 


Z.- Water*, Alcobol 
В... - 75 ml OA Natural Orista 


1.7 fl. oz. - 50 ml 
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MALL OF AMERICA ç 


952.883.8800 © mallofamerica.com 
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